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Seabird Group news

Positions vacant — Seabird Group ExCom

There are five positions becoming vacant this year on the Executive Committee of the Seabird Group. They are the officer positions
of Treasurer, Membership Secretary, and Newsletter Editor, and two ordinary members roles, each currently acting as
representatives for social media and the UK national census, respectively. The Committee comprises 11 members, who are jointly
responsible for fulfilling the aims of the Group, which are to (i) increase the amount and quality of research on seabirds, particularly
in Europe and its waters; (ii) educate Group members and others of the importance of seabirds and their environment; and, (iii)
advocate the conservation of seabirds. The Group achieves its aims through the granting of financial awards, publication of three
newsletters per year and an annual peer-reviewed journal (Seabird), organisation of a biennial conference, and contributing to
other activities (primarily, but not wholly, in the UK), e.g. UK National Census, Seabird Monitoring Program (UK), and the World
Seabird Union. If you are passionate about seabirds and continuing the legacy of the Group, joining the committee provides the
opportunity to actively participate in facilitating research and monitoring of seabirds, while learning new skills and expanding your
network.

The Treasurer is responsible for managing the Seabird Group's funds and accounts. The post involves the payment of grants,
account record-keeping and liaison with grant awardees. The Membership Secretary is responsible for dealing with membership
enquiries, processing membership applications, managing the membership database, and communicating important updates to
members by email. The Newsletter Editor is responsible for producing the Group’s newsletter, which is published three times per
year and provides an important means of communication to our members, as well as providing members with the opportunity to
share their relevant work or activities. The newsletter is primarily distributed in electronic format, but hard copies are still provided
to those members that specifically request it. Support is provided by the Assistant Newsletter Editor, a post currently held by
Vivienne Booth. The Social Media Representative promotes the Group's activity's over Twitter, Facebook and any other social
media channels that the elected representative chooses to manage. This includes promoting Group membership, grants, our
journal and our conferences. The social media representative also shares relevant research findings and news stories from the
Group's membership and the wider seabird community, and posts live from conferences. Since the UK national census, Seabirds
Count, is still underway, the continuation of an ordinary member position fulfilling the role of Census Representative is crucial for
the Seabird Group. The Census Representative is required to sit on JNCC's Census Steering Committee, giving input to the
organisation and management of the census; provide expert comment on census proposals; and, review applications to the
Group’s census fund. Given his expertise and contributions so far to the census, Stuart Murray will stand for re-election as the
Census Representative. All committee members contribute to decisions relating to the use of funds, e.g. the awarding of grants,



organisation of the biennial conference, and other activities in which the Seabird Group is invited to partake, for example, the UK
National Census Steering Committee. All positions are four-year terms.

Elections will be held at the next Annual General Meeting, which will be held on Tuesday 4 September at our upcoming
conference in Liverpool. The exact time and location of the AGM will be announced shortly via email to members. Nominations
for committee members should be received by the Chair before 3 September. If you are interested in joining the committee or
would like to nominate a suitable candidate, please get in touch with our Chair, Steve Votier. If you would like to discuss specific
vacancies further, please contact the relevant Committee member (see the last page of the newsletter for contacts).

14" International Seabird Group Conference

Itis now less than two months to go until the 14th International Seabird Group Conference
kicks off at the University of Liverpool. The organising committee from SEGUL (Seabird
Ecology Group at University of Liverpool) have been working hard to put together a great
scientific and social programme.

Conference attendees have the opportunity to join one of two pre-conference workshops
taking place on the afternoon of Monday 3 September, before the conference commences
that evening. One is an Early Career workshop, focusing on how your personality is relevant
to research, including a panel discussion and networking opportunities. In parallel, there is
a workshop on ‘Using UAVs in seabird research and monitoring’, organised by Matt Wood
(University of Gloucester) and Matty Murphy (Natural Resources Wales). The UAV
workshop will first present a series of case studies, from various contributors, followed by
around-table discussion. You can read more about the workshops by following the relevant
links from the following webpage: https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/international-seabird-
group-conference/programme/. The workshops are free to attend, but you need to register
via the website.

The conference kicks off at 1800 on 3 September, with a plenary from Cleo Small (BirdLife International, UK), followed by a
welcome reception. Two and a half days of oral and poster presentations follows, including further plenary talks from Ana Sanz-
Aguilar (Mediterranean Institute for Advanced Studies, Spain), Thierry Boulinier (CNRS, France) and Kyle Elliott (McGill University,
Canada).

Conference travel awards

The Seabird Group is pleased to have been able to award 13 travel grants to presenting students and early career researchers. We
are also happy to announce some additional awards, the first being one travel grant for a non-academic participant and the
second being five places for child care during the conference. For further information and to apply, please contact the Chair, Steve
Votier.

Annual General Meeting

The 53" Annual General Meeting of the Seabird Group will be held on Tuesday 4 September during our upcoming conference at
the University of Liverpool. Further details, including time, location and an agenda will be circulated shortly via email. We
encourage as many of our members to attend as possible.

Early Career representative

The Seabird Group is pleased to announce that a new Early Career representative has been co-opted onto the committee. Beth
Clark is a PhD student at the University of Exeter, studying the foraging behaviour of Northern Gannets. Beth takes over from
Helen Wade, who is stepping down after two years on the committee; we are very thankful to Helen for her contributions to the
Group over the last two years. The Early Career representative acts as a voice on the committee for our members who are in the
early stages of their career. While other positions on the committee are elected at the Annual General Meeting, the EC
representative is elected by co-option, normally for a one-year term, but can be co-opted for a second year. Beth is keen to get
involved in committee activities and is open to hearing perspectives and ideas from our early career members, to ensure the
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Seabird Group provides the support that is needed. Beth will be attending the early career workshop at the conference (see above)

and looks forward to meeting you all. You can contact Beth at b.l.clark@ex.ac.uk.

Seabird Group grants

Following the February round of grant awards, we awarded Seabird Group Research grants to Henry Cook (North Wales Little Tern
Group) for tracking the migration of Little Terns breeding in North Wales and Zoe Deakin (Cardiff University) towards the
refurbishment of Storm Petrel nestboxes on Mousa, Shetland.

We were also pleased to be able to support six grant applications relating to the current UK national seabird census Seabirds
Count from our legacy funding, covering volunteer support, boat charters and accommodation for surveys in Scotland (Lothian,
Orkney, Lewis, Harris and the Scottish Borders) and Wales (Skomer and Skokholm). The Seabird Group funding for Seabirds Count
in 2018 amounted to over £7000.

The deadline for the next round of Seabird Group grants is 31 October 2018. Please see the website for further details:
www.seabirdgroup.org.uk/grants. Applications relating to the census are welcome anytime.

Roseate Tern LIFE Recovery Project

Chantal Macleod-Nolan, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

The Western European population of the Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii continued its steady growth in 2017 reaching the record
level of 1985 pairs across five colonies in Ireland, France and the UK. As in previous years, the growth was mostly driven by
Rockabill (IRL) with 1603 pairs recorded in 2017 (+3% compared to 2016), but also Lady’s Island Lake (IRL) with 219 pairs (+5%)
and Coquet (UK) — 111 pairs (+7%). Two French colonies, lle aux Moutons and Ile de la Colombiére, supported 46 and 6 pairs
respectively. The productivity on Rockabill has been declining in recent years, reaching a record low level of 0.66 in 2016 and only
slightly better at 0.83 last year. On the other hand, Coquet had an exceptional productivity of 1.50 in 2017.

Last year also marked the second year of the Roseate Tern LIFE Project’s implementation, which is a partnership between the
RSPB, BirdWatch Ireland and North Wales Wildlife Trust. The project focuses on enhancing breeding conditions at the core colonies
in Ireland and the UK, while also improving five former roseate tern SPAs in preparation for a potential expansion (Solent and
Southampton, Forth Islands, Ynys Feurig, Cemlyn Bay and the Skerries, Larne Lough, and Dalkey Islands).

Roseate Tern (Brian Burke).
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To achieve these objectives, additional funding from the LIFE project has enabled partners to increase wardening hours, create
more terraces, clear the vegetation and discourage large gulls from occupying and depredating nesting sites. New protocols and
techniques have also been trialled to mitigate both mammalian and avian predation, including using gull scarers and Agrilasers*.
Exclusion fencing has also been erected across some colonies to deter foxes and otters. Biosecurity assessments were completed
for all off-shore sites, including purchasing the monitoring and rapid incursion equipment.

Additional efforts have also been made to restore the sites in Western Solent, where tern habitat has degraded predominantly
due to erosion and subsequent flooding, which creates added pressure for nesting space. This has included a shingle recharge to
the eroding cheniers (saltmarsh ridges), three nesting bunds on a breakwater and the deployment of tern rafts. Another aspect
also involves restoring tern islands which support nationally important colonies of Common and Sandwich Terns at Cemlyn Bay
and Larne Lough. Once the constructions are completed, both sites will be able to better support expanding tern colonies.

The LIFE project is also leading on several key areas of research including a demography study which revealed that the population
growth rate at Coquet has been driven (albeit less so now) on immigration from Rockabill, whereas the Irish colonies are driven
more by productivity and the survival of juveniles/adults. Reviews of sandeel and alternative prey species led to the development
of prey hotspot areas for future management. Analyses of a 25-year tern diet dataset from Anglesey have revealed an increased
intake of clupeids in recent years compared to a previously sandeel dominated diet. The spatial utilisation distribution of Arctic
and Roseate Terns is also being studied using a combination of GPS tags and boat-tracking during the breeding season at both the
Skerries and Rockabill. In addition, the wintering hotspots in Ghana were surveyed and have confirmed that illegal tern trapping
is still ongoing in places. Geolocators were also deployed to understand Roseate Tern migration patterns.

All of this reinforces the importance of collaboration between organisations in managing the Western European metapopulation
of Roseate Terns. Towards the end of the LIFE Project, the International Roseate Tern Conservation Strategy will be updated,
underpinned by development and sharing of best practice.

The LIFE project will finish in September 2020. For more information, please visit the project website: www.roseatetern.org

*Editor’s note: Agrilasers use laser technology to deter birds.

The 4" World Seabird Twitter Conference: connecting with peers and the public

Laura Bliss, WSTC4 Chair (@LauraBlissEco)

Another year and another successful Twitter

conference! Conferences using this social media

platform have been organised by the World

Seabird Union every year since 2015 and are run

entirely by early career volunteers. This year, our

fully digital conference featured 100 presenters

from 22 countries presenting in three different § = ép
languages. Each presenter had 15 minutes to ? 5
present four scheduled tweets (280 characters .

each) and answer any questions. Often questions

and discussions continued outside of the

presenter’s session. The minimalistic tweet limit _ * )
forced presenters to be succinct and use 2 ® ‘3@ e
photographs, infographics, or animations to '
explain their research. This multimedia focus 1 U 112

makes the presentations from this conference

much more accessible to the general public and Figure 1. The geographic extent of the #WWSTC4 hashtag during the WSTC4
challenges researchers to think outside conference, 17-19 April 2018.

traditional communication methods.
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We've found that Twitter Conferences are

ideal for engaging with the global seabird
community, maintaining networks, keeping
up with new scientific developments and
; field methods, and identifying new

In addition to 5 this year each session opportunities for collaboration — all from a
has thei.l“ own to make i.t eaSi.er to fou.ow mobile phone or laptop. An additional
Preseﬂtations & l'ead'UP on the conference benefit is that the science communicated
later on! List of all & below! reaches far beyond the research community.

In 2018, 1.2 million Twitter users saw World
Seabird Twitter Conference (#WSTC4)
tweets! During the three days of the
conference, the hashtag was tweeted 2,667
times by 601 contributors, on average about
52 times per hour. The geographic extent of
#WSTC4 was global (Fig. 1), which provided
great exposure for participants, as well as our

Figure 2. Session hashtags from WSTC4. sponsors, the Pacific Seabird Group, Avian
Biology Research (a journal), the Australasian

Seabird Group, the Seabird Group, and the American Ornithological Society.

If you feel like you’ve missed out — don’t worry! The 5th World Seabird Twitter Conference (#WSTC5), chaired by Agnes Olin
(@agnesbirgitta), is being held in April 2019. WSTC4 presentations are available for viewing by using the hashtag search on Twitter
(Fig. 2). If you'd like to learn more, participate, or volunteer, visit http://www.seabirds.net/wstc4.html for more details. Or, get in
touch with us!

National Seabird Census

Daisy Burnell, Census Coordinator, JNCC

From the dramatic coastal colonies of the Northern Isles, to remote inland gull colonies; Seabirds Count surveyors have worked
(and walked) tirelessly to ensure as many counts as possible were achieved this season. The weather has held up well, a welcome
change for British summertime surveys, meaning counts haven’t been overly hampered. Due to the remarkable work of the
regional coordinators, dedication of volunteer surveyors and continued monitoring commitment of the SMP partners, many
regions are likely to be fully covered. This sets the census up well, moving forward into the 2019 season, with the hope that
volunteer efforts can be focused on the urban gull surveys.

The main priority this year was to survey the UK’s breeding tern population, in an attempt to lessen the potential error caused by
site abandonment. Owing to the incredible efforts of the volunteer regional coordinators and surveyors, the outlook for getting
these seabirds censused this year is very promising. Additionally, through the generosity of several Seabird Group grants, tern
colonies found in more remote areas - in particular, islands off the Northern and Western Isles - were also covered.

With data now coming in thick and fast and information on over 130 potential new sites logged, the prospects for this census are
looking positive. Over the next couple of months, publicity of the project will continue, in order to help bolster volunteer numbers
in preparation for the 2019 field season. So, if you would like to help with the census, please get in touch with the project
coordinator, Daisy, via this email: SeabirdsCountCoordinator@jncc.gov.uk. Alternatively, if you have been out surveying, Daisy
would love to hear about your experiences and may even feature them on the webpages.

You can follow progress of the census via the INCC webpage (http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-7413) and via @JNCC_UKseabirds on
Twitter.
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Continued rapid increase of Mediterranean Gulls breeding in Langstone Harbour

Wez Smith, Langstone & Chichester Harbour RSPB Reserves

The Mediterranean Gull is still a relatively
new breeding seabird species within the
United Kingdom with the first known nesting
attempt recorded in 1968. Population
increase was limited to a total of 110
apparently occupied nests by the time of the
last UK seabird census at the turn of the
century (Seabird 2000) but since then there
has been a rapid expansion and the results of
the current UK National Seabird Census,
Seabirds Count, will no doubt be very
illuminating.

During the annual breeding seabird census in
May 2018, a total of 1736 Mediterranean
Gull nests were recorded within the
Langstone Harbour RSPB reserve in the

Eastern Solent. This represents a 108%

Breeding Mediterranean Gulls are on the rise in the Solent (Peter Hughes).

increase on the previous year’s breeding
population and a phenomenally rapid increase since the first breeding record within the reserve some 20 years ago. The growth
rate of the colony during this time has not been steady but the height of population surges continues to increase (see graph
below).

The Mediterranean Gulls on the reserve nest throughout the Black-headed Gull colony and form denser sub-colonies within it at
regular points, with Sandwich Tern sub-colonies often forming adjacent to them. Interactions between the various colony species
are not fully understood at present but Mediterranean Gull adults have been observed methodically predating Common Tern
young here since at least 2009.

In order to further understand the changing nature of the Mediterranean Gull population both locally and internationally,
approximately 200 fledglings from the reserve have been fitted with yellow 4-character colour rings over the 2017 and 2018
seasons by the Farlington Ringing Group in association with the RSPB and others. All re-sighting data, near or far, is very much
welcome and can be sent to medgullring@gmail.com.
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Seabird news

Prohibitively high costs are constraining Arctic research

Researchers have recently revealed, in a research paper published in Arctic Science, that the costs of conducting seabird research
in the Arctic are typically eight times higher than carrying out a similar study in southern locations. Travel accounts for a large
proportion of the costs of carrying out Arctic research. There are concerns that the high costs could place constraints on where
researchers carry out studies, potentially biasing research towards more easily accessible sites. Additionally, the costs may
preclude younger researchers, who typically receive 25% less core funding than more senior scientists, from engaging in Arctic
research. While some countries do offer additional grants to offset some of the costs of northern researchers, these cannot
completely cover the gap in funding and will not be available to everyone. With increased expectations to engage with local
communities and education —indeed a crucial responsibility we bear as scientists —while conducting fieldwork, comes the demand
for more extensive travel and extended stays, yet funding has not increased to match obligations and expectations. The paper
highlights the financial challenges associated with Arctic research that do not seem to impose the same constraints on science
carried out in Antarctic locations.

Source: Science Mag http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/06/fieldwork-arctic-surprisingly-costly-limiting-research-done-
there

Pyramiden, Svalbard — an Arctic field site used by researchers from the University of Liverpool’s
seabird ecology group (Sam Patrick).

Understanding links between longevity and performance

One of the most fascinating traits, common to many seabirds, is a remarkably long lifespan. Seabirds therefore provide a great
study system in which to investigate links between age and performance. For example, how reproductive success changes with
age, and how parental age affects the lifespan and reproductive success of their offspring. The population of Common Terns at
Wilhelmshaven, located in the Banter See on the coast of Germany, has been subject to a long-term study by researchers at the
Institute of Avian Research. Since 1992, all young hatched at the site have been marked with a transponder. By the placement of
antennas at many locations around the colony, as well as at every nest-site, researchers can easily record the presence of all
marked birds. With the addition of regular nest-checks and marking of offspring, the presence and reproductive performance of
all individuals can be closely monitored year-after-year. Once birds have established as breeders, the re-sighting probability is
almost 100% and local survival probability is 80-90%. Researchers are thus able to collect data over the long lifespans of many
individuals.

Ageing (or senescence) occurs throughout the animal kingdom and therefore understanding what determines or controls the
onset of ageing is of great interest both from a human and a non-human perspective. Senescence is characterised by biologists as
a simultaneous reduction in survival probability (or increase in mortality) and a decline in reproductive performance. The most
recent study from the Willhemshaven colony, led by Sandra Bouwhuis, analysed the relationship between age of the parents
(which ranged from 3 years to 24 years) and telomere length of offspring. Telomeres are specialised structures located at the ends
of chromosomes; they have been shown to shorten with age in many animals, including humans, and their length is thought to be
important for the process of ageing: short telomeres have been widely associated with a shorter lifespan and poorer reproductive
success. In this recent study, it was found that older male terns give rise to offspring with shorter telomeres, suggesting that young
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from old fathers might not live as long as those sired by younger fathers. In fact, the group have previously shown that sons,
though interestingly not daughters, from old fathers do indeed have a shorter lifespan. This latest study thus provides insight into
the mechanisms that underlie how ageing fathers can potentially transmit negative effects to offspring and provides further
evidence that telomere length may be an important marker of lifespan. In contrast, there was no effect of the mother’s age on
offspring telomere length, suggesting it may only be the age of fathers that is important for determining lifespan of offspring.

The full paper can be read, for free, here.

Full citation: Bouwhuis S, Verhulst S, Bauch C & Vedder O. 2018. Reduced telomere length in offspring of old fathers in a long-
lived seabird. Biology Letters 14: 20180213. show that older males give rise to offspring which have a reduced lifetime reproductive
success. In other words, the effects of senescence are transmitted to young with negative consequences.

Huge decline of the world’s largest King Penguin colony

A new study, carried out by researchers at CNRS (National Centre for Scientific Research, France), has revealed an 88% decline of
what was once the largest colony of King Penguins in the world. In the 1980s, the colony at lle aux Cochons in the Crozet
Archipelago, located in the southern Indian Ocean was known as the largest King Penguin colony in the world. The island was last
visited by researchers in 1982, when the site was estimated to support 500,000 breeding pairs. The latest population estimates
were generated using a combination of recent aerial photographs, taken from a helicopter, and satellite images captured over the
last few decades. Researchers estimate that the colony currently supports a mere 60,000 pairs, representing a decline of 88%.
There are several possible mechanisms underlying the population decline, none of which are mutually exclusive. Food shortages,
climate change and disease are all potential contributors to the decline. Further details can be found in the paper (available only
to subscribers; see below) and on CNRS’s website.

Full citation: Weimerskirch H, Le Bouard F, Ryan PG & Bost CA. 2018. Massive decline of the world’s largest king penguin colony
at lle aux Cochons, Crozet. Antarctic Science 30: 236-242.

Climate change, food shortage and disease all pose threats to King Penguins. While a huge decline has
been recorded in the Crozet Archipelago, numbers on Macquarie Island (pictured) are on the rise again
following historical human exploitation (Hannah Watson).
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Event announcements

Marine Scotland are pleased to invite you to a forthcoming symposium to be held in October, entitled First Scottish Marine Energy
Research (ScotMER) Programme Symposium: Potential Interactions of Marine Renewables and Seabirds — Strategic Research
for Scotland. The event is free and takes place from 0900-1600 on 2nd October 2018, at the Scottish Government, Victoria Quay,
Commercial Street, Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. You can register on Eventbrite at: https://scotmer_symposium.eventbrite.co.uk/.

Marine Scotland’s Scottish Marine Energy Research (ScotMER) programme is supporting the Scottish Government’s ambitions for
sustainable offshore renewable energy developments in Scotland’s seas. The First ScotMER symposium focuses on Scotland’s
seabird species and will showcase recent research and new methods being developed to understand the potential interactions
between marine renewables and seabirds. This ScotMER symposium, held in Edinburgh, will welcome stakeholders from industry,
government, nature conservation bodies, and academia, providing an excellent forum to discuss current and future seabird
research and the work of ScotMER. Enquiries should be directed to Tom Evans at Marine Scotland: tom.evans@gov.scot.

This one-day event will be an opportunity to learn about:
e The Scottish Marine Energy Research programme (ScotMER)

Collision risk modelling
o Use of LIDAR technology to measure seabird flight heights
o Stochastic collision risk modelling
o Thanet research
e Disturbance and displacement
o  Short-term disturbance of waterbirds
o Displacement of breeding seabirds
o Diving behaviour of seabirds
e Non-breeding season movements of seabirds
e Population modelling to estimate consequences from marine renewables

3rd World Seabird Conference, Hobart, October 2020

Information is now up on www.seabirds.net about the next and third World Seabird Conference, which takes place over 19-23
October 2020, in Hobart, Tasmania, Australia. For now, the site provides basic information concerning the venue and general
surroundings, but the organising committee will be regularly adding to the site, as further details come together, including
details of registration, abstract submission and the conference programme. Keep an eye out for updates on the site at:
http://seabirds.net/world-seabird-conference.html.

Update on Kittiwakes in Seaford, East Sussex

David H Howey

This year's boat-based survey of the Black-legged Kittiwake colony at Splash Point, Seaford showed a major reduction in the
number of AONs to 431, compared to 733 in 2017 and 1120 in 2016. In addition, there were 59 unattended new or newly
refurbished nests suggesting that some birds returned to the colony but abandoned their nests without breeding. Productivity
was recorded at 0.52, which is down from 0.68 in 2017 and considerably below an acceptable level of 0.8.

Construction of the Rampion offshore wind farm was completed last autumn and the site came into operation early this year.
Prior to construction, serious concerns were raised that the wind farm would form a barrier between the colony and the
Kittiwakes' favoured feeding areas. Surveys will be required to ascertain if Kittiwakes are still using those favoured feeding areas
or whether they have been displaced.
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Seabird Editor Richard Sherley (2019)

Newsletter Editor Hannah Watson (2018)

Website Officer Jeff Stratford (2016)

Ordinary Members:

Assistant Newsletter Editor Vivienne Booth (2020)

Early Career Beth Clark (2019)

Seabird Census Stuart Murray (2018)

Social Media Viola Ross-Smith (2018)

Current membership rates

S.C.Votier@exeter.ac.uk
secretary@seabirdgroup.org.uk
willtsmiles@hotmail.com
membership@seabirdgroup.org.uk
journal@seabirdgroup.org.uk
newsletter@seabirdgroup.org.uk

jeff.stratford@pms.ac.uk

Vivienne.Booth@rspb.org.uk
b.l.clark@ex.ac.uk
murraysurvey@yahoo.co.uk

viola.ross-smith@bto.org
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conservation. We aim to provide a forum for readers’ views so that those provided
in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or Seabird Group.
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content of the material that we publish. It is not, however, always possible to check thoroughly every piece of information back

to its original source as well as keeping news timely. If you have any concerns about any of the information or contacts provided,

please contact the Newsletter Editor.
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