











they lived, and field trials of methods of deaiing with pollution incidents.
Finally, the last report was accompanied by a concise booklet “Recommended
treatment for oiled seabirds™ (1972, pp.10, 25p.) describing an effective
cleansing technique. These are all neat and tidy publications revealing a great
deal of serious study at a time when the unit was experiencing various
vicissitudes, and the last probably gives the best advice now available in the
world on how ‘to deal with oiled birds when they come ashore. It has been
adopted for general use by the committee of organisations dealing with orni-
thological oil pollution problems in Britain, and the unit are to be congratu-
lated on their progress. It may be wondered where we now stand.

One of the most intractable problems presented by oil pollution is that the
incidents occur at irregular intervals in unpredictable and often inaccessible
places and often during bad weather or at night. It is therefore extremely
difficult to know how to deploy such resources as are available for dealing
with it speedily, economically, and efficiently. It may be difficult to get at many
incidents at all, and if they are accessible, the responsible authorities may
be confronted with difficult decisions whether to act early, before the position
is fully revealed, or to wait until more information is available, by which time
much damage may have been done. The ornithological situation is particularly
difficult to assess, because the behaviour of birds is liable to be as unpre-
dictable as that of the oil. If birds are affected, which is by no means always
the case with even larger incidents (though on the other hand vast damage
may be caused by otherwise insignificant ones) they seldom come ashore
and allow themselves to be caught until they are in the last stages of ex-
haustion. They may then appear in large numbers, and may require rapid
treatment if they are to survive.

In the circumstances, it is still possible to doubt whether the vast majority
of oiled birds will ever become accessible to treatment, so that rehabilitation
is still no answer to the oil poilution problem. However, some oiled birds do
come ashore in easily accessible places and periodically present themselves
in large numbers to distressed but hitherto often puzzled well-wishers. Here
there has been an increasing tendency to write them off as incurable, but the
unit now provides a valuable guide to effective action. They have performed
particularly useful services in making it clear that if the birds are given effec-
tive first aid for 12-24 hours they may then be fit to travel long distances to
properly-equipped central rehabilitation centres, where very thorough washing
in the cheapest kinds of domestic detergent is just as effective as any other
kind of cleansing. While personally | continue to doubt whether it is ever going
to be possible to rescue the great majority of birds affected by oil pollution,
and continue to believe that the highest priority should continue to be given
to pollution control, we have now also been provided with an alternative to
euthanasia for those birds which are accessible for treatment, and can salvage
them at least. Humanitarians should be very grateful for this, and it is to be
hoped that increasing resources will now be made available for it.

Two points in the last (1972) Report deserve comment. On page 9 it is
suggested that a colourringed Kittiwake which returned to a north-eastern
breeding colony is the first known record of a rehabilitated bird successfully
rejoining the breeding population. In point of fact this has also occurred with
at least three Guillemots, one rehabilitated on the north-east coast some years
ago which was shot in a subsequent breeding season in the Faroes, and two
released in Dorset following rehabilitation after the Torrey Canyon disaster in
the autumn of 1967 which were subsequently recovered in their presumed
area of origin along the north coast of Devon and Cornwall during the 1969
birdkill. In view of these recoveries it would appear that a past suggestion of
my own that it might be useful to try to start new breeding colonies with
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rehabilitated birds is unlikely to be successful, and it may be wiser to try and
get them back to sea as soon as possible instead, though perhaps preferably
in an area with a better food-supply than appears to have been available io
Torrey Canyon birds liberated along the south coast of England in the autumn,
where many of them soon came to grief.

It is also surprising to observe that the report of the occurrence of
Guillemots with degenerate plumage lacking unusually large amounts of
fluorine on pages 18-19 of the third Report makes no reference to the preced-
ing lengthy discussion of these birds in ‘‘British Birds"” (63: 34-36; 64: 229-230,
236; 65; 85-87), where it was pointed out that the phenomenon has been
known for half a century and occurs in other species and areas as well; one
of these birds did not contain much organochlorine, either.

W.R.P.B.

Conservation in Kent

The Nature Conservancy, 1971. Wildlife conservation in the North Kent
Marshes: a report of a working party. Mimeographed, pp.85, 6 plates, 3 maps.

Harrison, J. (1972?). Wildfowl of the North Kent Marshes. pp.100, numerous
plates. Obtainable from the Wildfowlers Association of Great Britain and Ire-
land, Grosvenor House, 104 Watergate Street, Chester, CH1 2LF. 50p.

Harrison, J., Humphries, J. N. and Graves, G. (1973?). Breeding birds of
the Medway Estuary. pp.32, numerous plates. Obtainable from WAGBI (address
above) and the Kent Ornithological Society, 11 Nursery Close, Sevenoaks,
Kent. 54p. '

Although most of our more interesting low-lying coasts are now threatened
with development, and some are receiving careful study in consequence, the
information available about them is often scattered and hard to come by, and
local ornithologists have seldom shown much capacity for directing attention
to it. North Kent is a conspicuous exception; not only have the Harrison clan
been writing about it for many decades, E. H. Gillham and R. C. Homes’
“Birds of the North Kent marshes” (Collins, London, 1950) provided a model
early account of the area in the days before threats to our coast received
much attention, and recently local naturalists have shown an exceptional
capacity for expounding the virtues of their territory and the problems affect-
ing it.

Of the studies Ilsted above, that by the Nature Conservancy is a model
exposition of the area and its natural communities, the problems affecting them
and possible ways of dealing with them. As is -usual with that body, the
ornithology is rather weak, with a bias towards waders and especially wild-
fowl. Jeffery Harrison’s study of the wildfowl makes it clear why they receive
most attention, though mainly of interest from our point of view for its bib-
liography, but the special report on the breeding birds of the Medway is of
considerable interest for the data on seabirds. In point of fact it consists of
four parts—the results of the fifth census of breeding birds of the Medway
and Swale islands in 1972, accounts of the breeding birds of Kingsnorth Power
Station and Chetney Marsh, and an assessment of the importance of the
‘Medway for waterfowl and wading birds.

If we enquire how seabirds are doing, the results of the Medway and Swale
censuses are summarised in table 1. It will be noticed that the numbers of
Black-headed Gulls have tended to fluctuate (notably on the Medway -in the
two successive years 1966-67), but show an increase, whereas both the terns
have declined steadily, as they have done in a good many of our estuaries.
Several possible reasons are suggested for the last phenomenon. It is pointed
out that while the growing number of gulls might be molesting the terns, the
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Common Terns at least deliberately go and nest with the gulls, so this seems
unlikely. On the other hand, the gulleries are apparently attracting a good
many rats, which may be preying on the terns as well, as is demonstrated by
a picture of one killed by a rat at its nest. The nesting site used by the Little
Terns on the Medway has also become overgrown with herbage which they
dislike. It is finally suggested that the terns may be affected by a food-failure,
though no suggestion is made as to its possible cause; one wonders whether
the gulls may be competing with them for food on the one hand, or whether
it may be affected by poliution on the other. In any case, as with many other
estuaries, it seems time the welfare of the terns received more attention,
perhaps as suggested by the Conservancy working-party by creating new pro-
tected artificial breeding-sites for them.

One would also like to know why the Nature Conservancy were unable to
produce a similar report on an area where the need for it was even more
urgent, south Essex.

W.R.P.B.

Table 1: Gulls and terns nesting on the Medway and Swale islands.

Year Herring Gull Black-headed Gull Common Tern Little Tern

Medway Medway Swale Medway Swale Medway
1955 2 1,545 350 683 213 44
1961 2 2,398 1,612 331 152 23
1966 —_ 1,929 2,000 104 200 17
1967 2 1,052 ? 143 ? 3
1972 — 4,964 1,523 87 11 7

SIXTH REPORT OF THE SEABIRD GROUP, 1970-1971

The sixth year of the Seabird Group has been occupied with a review of
progress, preparation of the report on the national census of breeding sea-
birds, and the formulation of proposals for new research in the future. Stanley
Cramp has continued as Chairman and Representative of the British Ornitholo-
gists’ Union on the Executive Committee, C. M. Perrins represented the British
Trust for Ornithology and David Lea the Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds, W. R. P. Bourne served as Secretary, Editor, and Director of Research,
John Crudass as Treasurer, and T. R. E. Devlin, G. M. Dunnett and Oscar
Merne as elected members of the Executive Committee. R. G. Pettitt resigned
in August after completing a review of the results of sea-watching, and the
Committee have co-opted J. L. F. Parslow in his place until the Annual General
Meeting. We owe a great debt of gratitude to Garth Pettitt for the enthusiasm,
energy, and initiative that he has shown in promoting sea-watching activities,
which played such a large part in the early development of the Group. We
wish to place on record our appreciation of the amount of trouble which he
has taken under the most trying personal circumstances to canvass opinion
on the most suitable way to develop these studies in future since his return
from abroad. We are greatly indebted to him.

The Secretary was joined at the Research Unit at Aberdeen in January by
Tim Dixon, long a member of “Qil Pollution South-east Kent,” who keep watch
on the Straits of Dover. Between them they have now made nine voyages of
varying length around the entire coastline of Scotland and north to the Faroes
at all seasons of the year in the Fishery Cruisers and Research Ships belong-
ing to the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland. Through the
good offices of the R.A.F. Ornithological Society Bill Bourne was also able
to accompany two training flights by R.A.F. Shackleton around the coast of
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SIXTH REPORT OF THE SEABIRD GROUP, 1970-1971
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in August after completing a review of the results of sea-watching, and the
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energy, and initiative that he has shown in promoting sea-watching activities,
which played such a large part in the early development of the Group. We
wish to place on record our appreciation of the amount of trouble which he
has taken under the most trying personal circumstances to canvass opinion
on the most suitable way to develop these studies in future since his return
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The Secretary was joined at the Research Unit at Aberdeen in January by
Tim Dixon, long a member of “Oil Pollution South-east Kent,” who keep watch
on the Straits of Dover. Between them they have now made nine voyages of
varying length around the entire coastline of Scotland and north to the Faroes
at all seasons of the year in the Fishery Cruisers and Research Ships belong-
ing to the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland. Through the
good offices of the R.A.F. Ornithological Society Bill Bourne was also able
to accompany two training flights by R.A.F. Shackleton around the coast of
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Scotland in April and August, while he also went with a B.B.C. cameraman
to inspect an oil pollution incident affecting the east coast of Shetland in a
light aircraft on 3 June. A report of this investigation prepared with the Nature
Conservancy Shetland representative, Laughton Johnston, will be found in the
August Marine Pollution Bulletin (2:117-119). He also visited a number of
breeding stations, where he received hospitality from Peter Corkhill on Skomer
and John Parslow on Clo Mor, among others, and with the latter completed
cover for the entire British Isles for Operation Seafarer by visiting Am Balg
off western Sutherland. During the previous winter he visited Geneva again
at the invitation of the World Health Organisation for discussions on avian
influenza, while in September Tim Dixon visited south-west Norway to investi-
gate the hunting of auks there and then Sweden on behalf of the Advisory
Committee on Oil Pollution of the Sea in order to investigate the pollution of
the Kattegat and the impressive methods devised to deal with it. In the light
of the experience gained it is hoped shortly to produce proposals for further
investigations by Group members.

The Organiser, David Saunders, has worked throughout the year on the
report of the results of “Operation Seafarer”. They will be published in the
form of a book, including introductory chapters reviewing seabird biology and
hazards to them, summaries of the information available for each species,
illustrations, and maps of the distribution of breeding colonies. David Saunders
has also organised a repeat census of Little Terns during the year, and Colin
Bibby, who was appointed Bird Disasters Officer by the R.S.P.B. in January,
repeat sample censuses of other species at selected breeding stations. It was
found that the auks breeding around the lrish Sea are now recovering again
from the decline following the mortality in the autumn of 1969, though Puffins
were found to be declining in their turn at several stations off north-west
Scotland, and especially St. Kilda, as reported by Jim Flegg in B.T.O. News.
Colin Bibby also took charge of the R.S.P.B./Seabird Group beached bird
survey in a year when there was fortunately little mortality, and visited Holland
during the autumn to |mprove liaison with continental workers A report on
the first five years’ results is in preparation.

We are indebted to Aberdeen University for the provisions of facilities for
the Research Unit, and the Director of the Marine Laboratory, Aberdeen, Basil
Parrish, for arranging the cruises and his constant support and advice.
Together with Roger Bailey he agreed to represent the Laboratory on the
Advisory Committee for the Research Project, which also includes the Director,
Ronald Currie, and Tom Pearson from the Scottish Marine Biological Associa-
tion's Dunstaffnage Marine Research Laboratory, and Stanley Cramp and Ivor
Rees representing the Group. We are happy to be able to acknowledge again
the unfailing support received from the National OQrnithological Societies- and
too many individuals to list separately. A useful working relationship was
established with a number of members of the staff of the Nature Conservancy
during the year, and also with the parallel research project on sea ducks
being organised by Harry Milne and Lennox Campbell at Aberdeen. We
hope to be sending round regular circulars reporting its progress in future.

W. R. P. Bourne, Honorary Secretary.

THE SIXTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SEABIRD GROUP

The Sixth Annual General Meeting of the Seabird Group was held at the
Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire at 6 p.m. on 15 January, 1972. The
President, Mr. Stanley Cramp took the Chair, and about thirty members were
present.
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1. The Minutes of the Fifth Annual General Meeting held on 9 January, 1971,
which are being circulated in the second Seabird Report, were agreed
and approved on a motion proposed by Mr. J. L. F. Parstow and seconded
by Mr. C. Headlam.

2. The Secretary commented briefly on the report for 1970-1971, previously
circulated, which will be published in the Report and “Bird Study”.
Acceptance was proposed by Mr. M. A. Ogilvie, seconded by Mr. W.
Cooper, and agreed unanimously.

3. The Treasurer briefly discussed the draft accounts for 1970-1971, which
together with those for the previous year are still with the auditors. It was
noted that owing to accurate initial budgeting and the care exercised by
the previous Treasurer (who had secured a profit of £200 for the Group
by placing funds in a deposit account on advantageous terms) the No. 2
Account covering Operation Seafarer was in a healthy state, which per-
mitted employment of the organiser for an additional six weeks, and the
transfer of £125 to help finance the Report. It was thought that the
auditors’ fees should be met from this account, since without it a pro-
fessional audit would be considered unnecessary. The large expenditure
on travelling expenses was explained partly by the attendance of the Irish
member at meetings (financed in part by the British Trush for Ornithology)
and partly by the attendance of the Chairman on the Advisory Committee
of the Research Unit (also partly met from other sources). It was noted
that the Group’s subscription income was falling, probably partly due to
the present hard times and partly to the recent fall in activity while we
digest past results, but we hope to introduce new activities soon associa-
ated with a membership drive.

4. In the absence of alternative nominations, the nominees put forward by
the Committee, Messrs W. R. P. Bourne, J. Crudass, T. R. E. Devlin, G.
M. Dunnet, O. J. Merne and J. L. Parslow, were declared to be elected
from the Chair.

5. Other business: It was concluded on reviewing the discussion of future
research during the preceding open meeting that while the Group was at
present solvent and should make a modest profit from the “Seafarer”
book, there was need for the development of further activities and the
recruitment of more members to participate in them. Mr. P. F. Bonham
remarked that there was a need for more publications to maintain the
interest of members, while Mr. T. R. E. Deviin remarked that owing to
lack of news some seawatchers were losing interest. It was pointed out
that another Report was already in press and should have been circulated
before the meeting, while now it was hoped to send round a circular
reporting the outcome with it. It was agreed that more circulars should
be sent round to keep Members in touch and interest them in any pro-
posed new activities. We hoped that members would fee! free to put forward
suggestions for them, and to offer to help organise them.

The official business was preceded by a short talk by C. K. Mead on auk
ringing recoveries, and followed by two more by W. R. P. Bourne on the work
of the research unit at sea off the north of Scotland, and J. L. F. Parslow
on investigations of the occurrence of toxic chemicals in seabirds at Monks
Wood Experimental Station.
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Balance Sheet as at 31st October, 1970.

1969
g £ GENERAL FUND £
Income and Expenditure Accouni—
160 Balance 1st November, 1969 ... 258
98 Surplus for year — 230
258 —_— 488
CENSUS FUND
Income and Expenditure Accoun'—
1,591 Balance 1st November, 1969 ... 1,443
(148) Surplus (Deficit) for year ... 446
—_ 1,443 1,883
£1,701 £2,377
Represented by:—
GENERAL FUND
Current Assets—
205 Balance at Bank—Current Account ... 410
127 . Deposit Account ... 244
£332 £654
Less:
Current Liabilities—
58 Creditors |84
Amount due to Census Fund ... 82
16 Subscriptions in Advance —_
£74 £166
- 258 A 488
CENSUS FUND
Current Assets—
113 Balance at Bank—Current Account ... —
1,247 Deposit Account ... 1,830
— Amount due from General Fund 82
83 (Cash in Hand) ... 87
£1,443 £1,999
Less:
Current Liabilities—
—_ Bank Overdraft ... 110
—_— 1,443 1,889
£1,701 £2,377
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GENERAL FUND

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st October, 1970.

1969
£ £
161
13
4
_— 178
7
13
20
6
224
16
2
32
26
76
43
7
__ 126
£98

INCOME

Subscriptions—Current year
Previous year

In advance
Donations
Sales of Bulletin
Grants

Deposit Account Interest

Influenza Grant

EXPENDITURE
Administration Expenses—

Postage
Telephone

Printing and Statlonery

Sundry Expenses

Audit and Accountancy

Costs of Bulletin

Committee Travelling Expenses

Influenza Research ...

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE

CENSUS FUND

oo

IS|IaN

N 0o

149

25

209
403

173
£230

|

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st October, 1970.

1969
£ £
2,300
50 2,350
50
72
2,472
1,276
367
550
69
47
264
a7 2,620
(148)

INCOME
Grants—World Life Fund

Scottish Ornithologists”
British Ornithologists’ Union

British Trust for Ornithology

West Wales Naturalist Trust

Donations

Deposit Account In‘erest

EXPENDITURE
Organiser’'s Fee
Travel and Subsistence
Grants paid out

Administration Expenses——

Postage
Telephone

Printing and Statlonery

Audit and Accoun’ ancy
Sundry

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE

(DEFICIT)

1,318
2

2,525

50
2,575

We have examined tre accounts set out on pages 59 to 60 and have compared them

with the relevant books and vouchers,

therewith.

28 Ely Place, LONDON, E.C.1.
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and certify them to be correct and in accordance

TANSLEY WITT, MILLER PRIDEAUX
Chartered Accountants.



1970
£

258
230

1,443
246

Balance Sheet as at 31st October, 1971.

£ GENERAL FUND

Iincome and Expenditure Account—
Balance ist November, 1970 ...
Surplus (Deficit) for year

488
CENSUS FUND
Income and Expenditure Account—
Balance 1st November, 1970 ...
Surplus (Deficit) for year
1,889
£2,377
Represen‘ed by:—
GENERAL FUND
Current Assets—
Balance at Bank—Current Account
Deposit Account
Amount due from Census Fund
Less:
Current Liabilities—
Creditors
Amount due to Census Fund
488
CENSUS FUND
Current Assets—
Balance at Bank—Current Account
Deposit Account
Cash in Hand ...
Amount due from General Fund
Less:
Current Liabilities—
Bank Overdraft
Amount due to General Fund
1,889
£2,377

61

488
(85)

1,889
(1,189)

249

700

£1,103

403

700
£1,103




GENERAL FUND

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st October, 1971.

1970
£ £ INCOME
128 Subscrip.ions—Current year 11
20 Previous year ... 1
1 In advance 28
—_ 149 _— 140
7 Donations . 3
4 Sales of Bulletin ... 15
25 Grants 125
9 Deposit Account Interest 17
209 Influenza Grant —
254 160
403 300
EXPENDITURE
Administration Expenses—-
10 Postage 17
10 Telephone -
7 Printing and Stahonery 26
6 Sundry Expenses 16
33 ' " 59
—_ Cost of Bulletin ... 285
8 Committee Travelling Expenses 41
132 Influenza Research —
_ 173 —_— £85

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE
£230 (DEFICIT) . £(85)

CENSUS FUND
Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st October, 1971.

1970
£ £ INCOME £ £
2,300 Grants—World Wild Life Fund ... —
100 Scottish Ornithologists’ Club —
100 British Ornithologists’ Club ... —
25 British Trust for Ornithology ... —
—_— Irish Wildlife Conservancy ... 100
2,525 _— 100
50 Deposit Account Interest ... 49
2,575 149
EXPENDITURE
1,138 Organiser’'s Fee .. 955
238 Travel and Subsistence ... 120
304 Grants paid out ... 155
Administration Expenses .
44 Postage 26
33 Telephone 13
136 Printing and Statlonery 33
26 Audit and Accountancy 26
30 Sundry 3
—_ Bank Charges ... 2
2,129 1.338
EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE
£446 (DEFICIT) .. £(1,189)

We have examined the accounts set out on pages 61 to 62 and have compared them
with the relevant books and vouchers, and certify them to be correct and in accordance
therewith.

TANSLEY WITT, MILLER PRIDEAUX
28 Ely Place, LONDON, E.C.1. Chartered Accountants.
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SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF BIRDS MENTIONED IN THE REPORT

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer
Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica
Red-throated Diver Gavia stellaris
Fulmar Fulmaris glacialis

Cory's Shearwater
Calonectris diomedea

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus

Manx Shearwater
Puffinus puffinus puffinus

Balearic Shearwater
Puffinus p. mauretanicus

British Storm-petrel
Hydrobates pelagicus

Wilson’s Storm-petrel
Oceanites oceanicus

Gannet Sula bassana
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca
Common Scoter Melanitta nigra
Goosander Mergus merganser

Red-breasted Merganser
Mergus serrator

Eider Somateria mollissima
Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Oystercatcher
Haematopus ostralegus

Curlew Numenius arquata
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Redshank Tringa totanus

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

Great Skua Catharacta skua
Pomarine Skua

Stercorarius pomarinus
Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus

Long-tailed Skua
Stercorarius longicaudus

Great Black-backed Gull
Larus marinus

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus

Lesser Black-backed Gull
Larus fuscus

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Common Gull Larus canus
Audouin’s Gull Larus audouini
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

Mediterranean Gull
Larus melanocephalus

Little Gull Larus minutus
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

Caspian Tern
Hydroprogne tschegrava

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisea
Little Tern Sterna albifrons
Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus

Lesser Crested Tern
Thalasseus bengalensis

Sandwich Tern
Thalasseus sandvicensis

Black Tern Chlidonias nigra
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida
Razorbill Alca torda

Common Guillemot Uria aalge
Briinnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia
Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle
Puffin Fratercula arctica

Little Auk Alle alle

Rock Pipit Anthus spinoletta
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THE SEABIRD GROUP

The Seabird Group was founded in 1966 in order to circulate news of
research in progress on seabirds and promote cooperative research on them.
It is run by an Executive Committee composed of three members nominated
by the British national ornithological societies, the British Ornithologists’
Union, the British Trust for Ornithology and the Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds, and six elected annually by the membership. Its activities
include:— ’

Work at the breeding stations

This includes a national census of breeding seabirds, “‘Operation Seafarer”,
in 1969, the results of which are due to be published in a book in December,
1973, continuing sample censuses at representative sites, continuing surveys
of the distribution of problem groups such as the terns and petrels, and
individual investigations of breeding behaviour.

Investigations of the distribution of birds at sea

These include observations of passing birds from the shore (‘sea-
watching’’), enquiries into invasions of such species as the Great Shearwater,
in the past a series of trial voyages to investigate the distribution of birds at
sea, and currently a study of the ecology of birds at sea supported by the
Natural Environment Research Council and based at Aberdeen University. It is
hoped that this will lead to a further programme of cooperative investigations
of the life of birds at sea.

Surveys of bird mortality on beaches

Since bird bodies float and are comparatively durable, their appearance
on beaches provides good evidence of the hazards affecting birds and often
other animels as well at sea. The Group cooperates with survevs of oil pollu-
tion and bird mortality along the shore organised by the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds, which now cover most coasts of Britain and Ireland
simultaneously with other observations along the continental coasts. These
surveys provided the main evidence for the number of birds killed in the
Torrey Canyon oil pollution disaster, the birdkill in the Irish Sea in the autumn
of 1969 which helped direct attention to the increasing pollution of the sea
with polychlorinated biphenyls and other toxic chemicals, and numerous other
incidents; the results are reviewed annually in the R.S.P.B. journal “Birds”.
Together with the sample breeding census, this enquiry provides a regular
measure of the productivity and mortality, and consequently the change in
numbers, of our seabirds.

The Seabird Report and Circular and the Annual General Meeting

The work of the Group was originally reported in seven cyclostyled Seabird
Bulletins. Serious contributions are now published in a single annual printed
Report, and current news in cyclostyled circulars. The Editors welcome
appropriate contributions, which in the case of the Report should preferably
be typed with double spacing and wide margins on one side of the paper
only. The Annual General Meeting is normally held at the British Trust for
Ornithology's Annual Ringing and Migration Conference in January, where
members contribute some of the talks.
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