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Table I. Details of counts in the main colonies of the Herring Gull in the Canary Islands in 1987;
N.C.(no count).

Colony Nests Adults Estimated
Island Locality number Date counted counted Pairs
R. del Este 1 10 March 30 66 35-40
Alegranza La Caldera 2 14 March 23 79 35-41
R. del Oeste 3 22 October 1 1
M. Clara La Caldera 4 11 March 231 337 235-245
M. Clara Las Tabaibitas 5 12 March 5 123 70-100
Lanzarote Macizo Famara 6 21 March N.C. 913 450-550
Lanzarote Timanfaya 7 23 March 3 97 50
Lobos La Caldera 8 29 March 73 133 77-88
Fuerteventura Pta. Barlovento 9 31 March 290 535 295-305
Fuerteventura Amanay 10 2 April 153 184 165-175
Fuerteventura Recogedero 11 3 April 48 97 50-60
Fuerteventura Mtiia. Roja 12 4 April 36 74 49-59
G. Canaria R. del Herrero 13 8 May N.C. 435 204-230
G. Canaria Pta. del Manso 14 8 May N.C. 156 85-100
G. Canaria Pta. Las Tetas 15 9 May N.C. 333 170-190
Tenerife R. Fuera Anaga 16 12 May N.C. 348 210-215
Tenerife Los Cristianos 17 14 May N.C. 193 100-110
Tenerife Roque Garachico 18 16 May 42 71 45-50
La Gomera Pta. Salinas 19 28 April N.C. 68 50-75
La Gomera Pta. Gorda 20 28 April N.C. 121 75-85
La Gomera Risco Amargura 21 29 April N.C. 760 400-450
La Gomera Playa Argaga 22 29 April N.C. 332 180-212
La Gomera Puntillas Avalo 23 1 May N.C. 146 40-60
El Hierro Roque Gaviotas 24 8 April 4 98 50-60
El Hierro Bahia de Naos 25 10 April N.C. 59 30-40
El Hierro Pta. Lapillas 26 10 April N.C. 91 45-60
El Hierro Mta. Cardillos 27 10 April N.C. 112 60-75
El Hierro Morro del Paso 28 10 April N.C 53 30-40
El Hierro Roques Salmor 29 13 April N.C 67 45-55
El Hierro El Corral 30 13 April N.C 100 45-50
El Hierro Los Cercaditos 31 1 June N.C. 150 25-40
La Palma Roque Tabaibas 32 16 April 6 18 10-14
La Palma Punta Gaviotas 33 16 April 3 5 3

Roque del Oeste: Sea conditions prevented a landing during the breeding season but the remains
of a recent nest were found in August 1987.

Montarfia Clara: Some 235-245 pairs were concentrated round the summit of La Caldera, and
another 70-100 pairs on the eastern outer slope. Bannerman (1914) observed many gulls on the
northeast cliffs in 1913, although he indicated that the species does not breed on the islet. De la
Hoz (1961) commented that when the inhabitants of Graciosa visited Montafia Clara to collect
shearwater chicks, the gulls were very afraid that theirs chicks would be stolen. Lovegrove (1971)
estimated 20 nesting pairs.
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Figure 1. Distribution and estimated colony sizes of the Herring Gull in the Canary Islands in 1987. Colony
numbers refer to Table I.

Lanzarote: The most important colony in the Archipelago was on the Riscos de Famara, in the
north of the island, with some 450-550 pairs; the presence of this colony was suspected by
Bannerman in 1913. Some 50 pairs breed in a recent volcanic “badland” inside the Timanfaya
National Park (west of the island).

Lobos: Some 77-88 pairs bred inside the Caldera de la Montafia, where Osborne (1986)
observed c. 30 birds in April 1984. A further 11-16 pairs were discovered inland.

Fuerteventura: The population was 574-618 pairs with the main colonies on the western coast,
principally the Punta de Barlovento, Jandia (295-305 pairs) and the Punta de las Hendiduras de
Amanay (165-175 pairs). On the east coast at Montafia Roja 49-59 pairs nested.
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Gran Canaria: The nesting population was 823-950 pairs most on the western coast, from
Agaete to the Barranco de Tasartico. The main concentration was between the Roque del Herrero
and Paso del Herrero (204-230 pairs) and the area between Las Tetas and Punta de las Tetas (170-
190 pairs). There was a small colony (15-17 pairs) on the Roque de Gando (east coast).

Tenerife: The total population was c. 412-438 pairs. The main breeding areas were the Roque de
Fuera de Anaga (210-215 pairs), Los Cristianos (100-110 pairs) and the Roque de Garachico (45-
50 pairs). Scattered pairs bred close to the Playa de Anosma (7 pairs) and the Acantilado de Los
Gigantes (15-16 pairs). Martin (1987) noted a large colony here in 1980-1984, which has now
gone, possibly as a result of the almost continuous traffic of pleasure craft in the area.

La Gomera: The total population was 866-1026 pairs. Most pairs were found in the southern half
of the island, generally at very scattered sites on the cliffs between San Sebastidn and Valle Gran
Rey, which mostly had no more than 10 pairs. Some 400-450 pairs were found on the Risco de la
Amargura making this one of the most important colonies in the Archipelago. Also, 180-212 pairs
breed between the Playa de Argaga and Punta de Iguala. In the northem half, 50-75 pairs bred at
Punta de las Salinas, and a few scattered pairs elsewhere.

El Hierro: The Herring Gull was widely distributed but all the colonies were small, El Corral
(45-50 pairs), Playa de los Negros (30-40), Los Cercaditos (25-40), Roque de las Gaviotas (50-60)
and Roques de Salmor (45-50). Martin & Herndndez (1985) estimated ¢. some 30 pairs at Roque
Chico.

La Palma: Despite suitable breeding cliffs, La Palma had only 23-37 pairs, scattered principally
along the north coast. The most important site was at Roque de las Tabaibas (Garaffa) with 10-14
pairs.

DISCUSSION
During this century the Herring Gull has increased in numbers throughout most of its range during
this century (Cramp & Simmons 1983, Carrera & Vilagrasa 1984, De Wit & Spaans 1984, Guyot
et al. 1985, Monaghan & Zonfrillo 1986, Beaubrun 1988). This appears to have been due to its
ability to colonize new habitats, and the ease with which it exploits new food resources, especially
household rubbish and other waste created by man (Cramp & Simmons 1983, Fumness &
Monaghan 1987).

The few past counts to the population size in the Canaries do not allow us to reconstruct its
development during the past few decades. However numbers appear to have increased, eg.
Lovegrove (1971) reported c. 20 pairs on Montafia Clara where we found 305-345 pairs in 1987.
During 1989 we noted an increase in numbers in two sites on El Hierro: Roques de la Sal and
Roque Grande de Salmor. At the first three pairs bred in 1989, with 37 birds being present
compared to one in 1987. At the second more than 200 birds were observed in June 1989,
compared with the 26 birds counted in 1987.

The apparent increase in numbers in the Canaries has probably been helped by the expansion of
the fish (canning and salting) industries. These started in the 1920s and increased until the 1970s
when its decline started (Garcia 1970, Santos & Macias 1984). Most factories were on Gran
Canaria, with fewer on Lanzarote, Tenerife and La Gomera; although it was on these islands where
the population of L. argentatus has remained most numerous up to the present day. At present, the
number of factories has been drastically reduced and only a small number remain on Lanzarote and
Gran Canaria. Unauthorized rubbish tips are common on all the islands, and these may allow the
populations to remain at their current levels.
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SUMMARY

A complete survey of possible breeding sites in 1987 found a total of 4000 -4700 pairs of Herring Gulls in the
Canary Archipelago. The species was widespread on all islands except La Palma where the population was very
reduced. The main colonies were on Montafia Clara (305-345 pairs), Acantilados de Famara, north Lanzarote
(450-550 pairs), and Risco de la Amargura, south La Gomera (400-450 pairs).
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BOOK REVIEWS

HARRISON, C.S. 1990. Seabirds of Hawaii: natural history and conservation. 249pp. $36.50 cloth, $15.95
paper. Cornell University Press, Ithaca and London. ISBN 0 8014 2449 6 (cloth), ISBN 0 8014 9722
(paper).

Craig Harrison is well known for his research on the status and feeding ecology of Hawaiian seabirds
and has wide experience of environmental law. He is clearly well qualified to write this volume on the
natural history and conservation of the seabirds of Hawaii.

The book is divided into four parts. The first, entitled “The environment and humans” introduces the
reader to the Hawaiian archipelago and described what is known as the islands’ geology, archaeology and
natural history, the characteristics and oceanography of the surrounding seas and the history of man’s
association with, and exploitation of, the islands. The second part is a review of the comparative biology
of Hawaiian seabirds with chapters on origins and adaptations, populations, breeding and feeding ecology
and the birds’ lives at sea. The third section takes a family by family look at the seabirds describing, for
each of the 22 species, their distribution and abundance, behaviour and ecology on sea and land, breeding
and conservation. The book concludes with a comprehensive review of the threats facing Hawaiian
seabirds both on land and at sea and conservation issues.

Together these sections provide a highly readable overview of a tropical seabird community, with the
emphasis on conservation. As a reference work the book’s value is somewhat reduced because the author
has elected to give selected bibliographies for each chapter at the end of the book, rather than give source
references in the text.

The author’s enthusiasm and commitment to the area and its seabirds, comes through strongly both in
the anecdotes of his experiences in the field, which enliven the natural history sections, and in his diatribe
on the political intrigues which currently thwart the implementation of effective wildlife conservation. In
his preface Craig Harrison expresses the hope that this book will convey some of the wonders of Hawaii’s
seabirds and will help to stimulate improvements in the ways humans manage wildlife in Hawaii. For me,
he succeeds in his first aim, only time will tell whether his second, and more important, goal will be
achieved.

The book is well produced and enhanced by some attractive line drawings, colour and black and white
photographs.

Sarah Wanless

LLOYD, C., TASKER, M.L. and PARTRIDGE, K. 1991. The Status of Seabirds in Britain and Ireland. 355pp.
£20.00. T. & A.D. Poyser, London. ISBN 0 85661 061 5.

This must be just about the most superfluous review of the year. Can there be any member of the
Seabird Group who by now does not own a copy of this excellent book, which reports the results of their
labours between 1985 and 1987 in repeating ‘Operation Seafarer’? I hope not, because the book is a
fitting tribute to the army of data collectors (over 600 individuals), to those who processed and analysed
these data, to the authors of the book and to its publishers.

It is a great deal more, however, than the report of a repeat of Operation Seafarer. First, the field work
had the benefit of the experience gained during and after this pioneering enterprise. This made it possible
to improve the organisation, methods and instructions with considerable improvements in the quality and
quantity of the data, leading to more detailed and precise analysis and presentation of results. As a
baseline for future work we are now in a most enviable position.

Second, in parallel with the actual field work, went the establishment of the Seabird Colony Register.
This ensured that not only the new but also much previous data on seabird status (including all Seafarer
data) became part of a single computer-based registry. This alone would have been a landmark
achievement.

Third, the book reviews a wealth of data on both historical and recent population trends of British and
Irish seabirds. It is therefore a valuable work of reference and interpretation as well as providing a
detailed comparison of changes in status over the last 20 years. The introductory chapters, on seabird
biology, population regulation and known and potential causes of population change are excellent — clear,
concise and well balanced. The first part of the book also contains the vital chapter on the methods of data
collection and analysis (together with appendices on the forms and instructions used in both the recent
and the Seafarer surveys).
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The second part of the book consists of the species accounts, which comprise sections on international
distribution and status, census methods and problems, status in Britain and Ireland and reasons for
population change. These sections are accompanied with a variety of maps and tables, always including
summaries of world and British and Irish populations. One minor irritation is that the source references
for the individual elements for the world population estimates are aggregated at the foot of each table,
making it nearly impossible to attribute particular data to any specific source; this would have been easily
overcome by use of reference numbers.

Otherwise these chapters are written and produced to a high standard. Inevitably some are better than
others but all give an adequate picture of current status and recent trends and ideas on possible causes of
these in our seabird populations. It is surprising, perhaps, that no explanation is given for the involvement
of an additional author (Mark Avery) to write the tern accounts or, conversely, why specialists on other
species did not contribute as appropriate.

The book as a whole is a tribute to collaboration. First, and perhaps foremost, within the Seabird
Group. This acknowledges the great debt to those, mainly professional, who planned and organised the
work and even greater debt to those, mainly amateur, who actually did the field work. The Group can be
very proud of the result. Second, between the Seabird Group and the then Nature Conservancy Council.
Without the involvement of the latter it is very unlikely that the whole project, including the register and
the book, would have been completed successfully. Here the principal debt is to Clare Lloyd who, in
1986, shouldered the triple burden of supervising the field work, inputting the collected data and leading
the team charged with production of the book.

‘We should not lose sight, however, of the fact that way back in 1983, it was the Seabird Group, in
developing plans for a seabird site register, which actually got the whole programme underway. This is
rather glossed over in the foreword, where the NCC awards itself a disproportionate share of the credit!

The successful conclusion of an enterprise should always lead us to ask: what next? With the Seabird
Colony Register we now have an excellent basis for the future and indeed for considerable detailed
analysis even now. However, computer database technology evolves rapidly. Should we already be
considering how to modify the register so as to ensure compatibility with national and international
geographic information systems, whether targeted at landforms, coastlines or protected areas?

Should we be satisfied with a register for Britain and Ireland? Is it time now to extend the concept to
the rest of Europe and/or to the full geographical range of the seabird species or sub-species which breed
in our area? Is it worth repeating the survey of British and Irish seabirds? If so when? Perhaps the year
2000 is a date to conjure with. Not only does it give plenty of time for planning but it would be about 30
years after Seafarer with the most recent survey almost exactly half way between. By 2000 there should
also be quite considerable time series’ of data from the current detailed monitoring studies of seabirds.
The results of existing studies did not feature much in the present book. Such work, particularly
incorporating indices of annual productivity, is the key counterpart to broad scale, intermittent censuses.
A comprehensive review in another 5-10 years would be a very appropriate complement to the overall
census data.

The important thing is to ensure that seabird enthusiasts should be trying to decide now what actions at
national, regional and local scales will be required by the turn of the century, not just to provide a better
retrospective assessment of our seabird populations but to permit realistic predictions of their potential
trends in what is likely to be an increasingly hostile world.

J.P. Croxall

MARCHANT, S. and HIGGINS, P.J. (Co-ordinators). 1990. Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and
Antarctic Birds, Volume 1 Ratites to Ducks; Part A Ratites to Petrels, Part B Australian Pelican to Ducks.
1397pp. £95. Oxford University Press; Melbourne and Oxford. ISBN 0-19-553068-3.

This handbook (which will be known as HANZAB) covers several of the most important of the
world’s assemblages of seabirds, both in numbers and species. The area surveyed is vast: Australia within
the limits of the continental shelf, north to 10°S or the Queensland-New Guinea border, but excluding the
eastern end of New Guinea; New Zealand and its islands from the Kermadec Group to Campbell Island;
the Antarctic Continent; the subantarctic islands, Marion, Prince Edward, Crozet, Kerguelen, Heard and
Macquarie, and islands of the Scotia Arc, South Georgia, South Sandwich, South Orkney and South
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Shetland Islands; Cocos-Keeling, Christmas (Indian Ocean), Lord Howe and Norfolk; reefs and islands
of the Coral Sea. Volume 1 is so large that is has had to be bound in two parts.

Volume 1 is of enormous importance to seabird biologists as it covers the penguins (14 species),
albatrosses (10), fulmars, petrels, prions and shearwaters (53 including 20 Prerodroma spp. and 13
Puffinus spp.) storm- and diving-petrels (9), pelican (1), gannets and boobies (5), cormorants and shags
(19), frigatebirds (3), tropicbirds (2) and darter (1). For good measure, we also get the esoteric emus,
cassowaries and kiwis, and the prosaic grebes, herons and allies, and wildfowl. A total of 162 breeding
species are treated in great detail while 34 nonbreeding migrants and vagrants receive rather less
attention.

HANZAB was inspired by the publication of the first volume of The Birds of the Western
Palearctic in 1977. Recruitment of contributors started in 1983 for a similar Handbook of
Australian birds. The area of interest gradually expanded and the final limit was reached in 1985
with New Zealand being included. Good progress has, therefore, been made.

The layout follows that of BWP. Species accounts are divided into sections: field identification,
habitat, distribution and population, movements, food, social organization, behaviour, voice, breeding
and plumages, and related matters. All species currently on the area list are illustrated in 96 very pleasing
and uncluttered colour-plates by J.N. Davies. There are many maps, diagrams, drawings of behaviour and
sonagrams. All are well executed and the maps are as clear as those in any handbook, perhaps because of
the relative lack of data which allows the broad-brush approach and the making of sweeping
generalizations easier (especially across the tens of thousands of miles of oceans roamed by pelagic
species). The rather limited literature means that it has been possible to include a reference list with each
species which makes it so much easier for the reader wanting to quickly check the source than when
thousands of citations are grouped at the end of a book. There are appendices of ectoparasites, aboriginal,
maori and foreign names.

I have read the accounts of species which I know and am mightily impressed. Doubtless there will be
mistakes and errors of omission (although I found all my own rather trivial notes on the birds of this area
quoted) but I give unqualified approval to this volume. The Royal Australian Omithologists Union, the
two co-ordinators, their 14 collaborators and 225 contributors and reviewers and the publishers are to be
congratulated on this fine publication. The price may seem high but by any standards these two books are
exceptional value.

M.P. Harris

WEBB, A, HARRISON, N.M., LEAPER, G.M., STEELE, R.D., TASKER, M.L. and PIENKOWSKI, M.W. 1990. Seabird
distribution west of Britain. 282pp. £20.00. Nature Conservancy Council, Peterborough. ISBN 0 86139
676 6.

For the last ten years, the Nature Conservancy Council’s Seabirds at Sea Team, based at Aberdeen, has
been charting the distribution of seabirds around the coasts of Britain, with the prime aim of identifying
when and where concentrations of particular species occur that would be vulnerable to oil pollution. This
report represents the results of the third phase, running from 1986-1990, and concentrating primarily
upon the Irish Sea and waters off the west coast of Scotland. Altogether, over 19,000 km? of water were
examined from ships during journeys totalling over 68,000 km while surveying. It is an enormous
achievement and the authors and their colleagues should be congratulated for their dedication in often
difficult conditions.

The report first provides a useful summary of the marine environment west of Britain, including the
divisions of sea used in the analyses, and their associated oceanographic conditions. This is followed by a
review of the survey methods (primarily ships for offshore surveys, and aircraft or land-based watches for
inshore waters) and data handling. Bird densities (for the commoner species) are assessed from a 300
metre belt transect with a generalised correction to allow for the inability to see all birds in the transect.
No correction, however, was made to flying bird densities although obviously some species will be
detectable at greater distances than others, even within a 300 metre band. So far as I can tell, there was no
adjustment made for variation in viewing conditions — sea state and glare. Both could have important
effects on detectability of auks, divers, and sea duck on the water, and small petrels in the air. Although I
can understand the impracticality of obtaining distance estimations for every bird seen, I am not sure why
this could not be done for a sample of birds of each species under varying conditions, and the resulting
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curves for detectability distances used a basis for deriving species densities.

The main body of the report comprises species by species accounts, with a short literature review of the
distribution, population size, breeding biology and diet of each species before their distribution at sea is
presented on a seasonal basis. The text is liberally illustrated with maps and large histograms. Where
possible, the authors have supplemented their findings with results published in various books/papers,
notably the Handbook of the Birds of the Western Palearctic, the BTO Atlas of birds wintering in Britain
and Ireland, and the Seabird Group/NCC Seabird Colony Register. A summary is presented for each
species, together with conservation implications. The final chapter then summarises by sea area its
relative importance to seabirds at different times of the year. The Minch off north-west Scotland is
emphasised as of particular importance, as are waters around the major seabird colonies. Other important
areas include the Western Irish Sea, North Channel and Sound of Jura, the Sea of Hebrides, some inshore
waters (sea lochs and bays), the Firth of Clyde, North-eastern Irish Sea, and the continental shelf break
west of Scotland.

Without doubt, this report represents the most comprehensive survey to date of the distribution of
seabirds at sea off western Britain. As such it will be of great value to a wide range of people, from
birdwatchers eager to see particular species, to conservationists and managers concerned for the
protection of vulnerable concentrations. Inevitably, most areas can only be covered once or a few times in
any month. Coverage in the central and southern Irish Sea in particular was limited largely to two ferry
routes, whilst that of western Ireland seems to be derived primarily from the whale and seabird cruise
which I organised between July and October 1980. This does limit the generality of some of the results,
since numbers may vary on both a short term basis and from year to year. Thus, an estimate of the
numbers of Razorbills using the Minch was estimated at 34,500 birds but with a standard error of 17,000!
Surveys we have carried out off south-west and southern Irish coasts in summer and autumn indicate that
these areas are much more important for Kittiwakes and Razorbills than indicated from our 1980 cruise
alone and in this report. Densities of inshore species such as Shags, Cormorants, divers, grebes and sea
duck may also be misinterpreted. Aerial surveys generally gave very different results from land-based
surveys, usually producing much lower density estimates. It may be therefore difficult to place too much
confidence in those estimates. On the other hand, the authors have been careful to draw upon the findings
of others in their evaluation of the overall importance of an area to a particular species. This does beg a
question. Bearing in mind the difficulty of making too much out of the precise densities given for various
species, and that many of the qualitative results are already present in the literature through specific
surveys, would it be better to concentrate upon studying the proximate factors which may lead to
concentrations of particular species? If these were better understood, we might be able to predict more
accurately where concentrations will occur and how these might vary from month to month and year to
year.

Peter Evans
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THE SEABIRD GROUP 1991

The Seabird Group was founded in 1966 to circulate news of work in progress on seabirds and to
promote research. It is run by an elected Executive Committee and maintains close links with the
three major British national ornithological bodies — the British Ornithologist’s Union, the British
Trust for Ornithology, and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. Membership (£10 per
annum, £9 if paid by banker’s order, £5 for students) is open to all with an interest in seabirds; for
details please contact the Membership Secretary (address below) — payment by banker’s order
helps the Group.

Current Executive Committee The present Committee comprises: Chairman K. Taylor, Secretary
M. Heubeck, Treasurer R.W. Furness, Membership Secretary S. Russell, Editor of Seabird S.
Wanless, Newsletter Editor M. Tasker, also M.P. Harris, P. Monaghan, B. Zonfrillo.

Newsletters and Meetings Three Newsletters are circulated to members each year. They contain all
sorts of items including reports on seabird conservation issues and research projects, news from
seabird groups in other countries, book reviews, details of meetings, etc. The Newsletter Editor
(address below) welcomes contributions from members. The usual venue for the Group’s annual
meeting is the BTO Ringing and Migration Conference at Swanwick, except when the Group holds
its own conference, in which case the meeting is combined with that. Our conferences draw
seabird workers from many countries to join in a forum of topical interest. In keeping with our
desire to promote work in the field, practical manuals and guidelines evolve from the workshop
sessions which cater for specialist topics within the conference theme.

Seabird Group Grants Each year the Group has some money available to help fund research
conducted by members. All grant applications should be submitted to the Secretary by the end of
February, and will be considered by the Executive Committee by the end of March. Successful
applicants are required to submit a typed report, not exceeding 500 words, by the end of October of
the same year for inclusion in the Newsletter. A full typed report (in triplicate) must be submitted
by the end of the year.

Seabird Colony Register The Seabird Group has always sought to organise and implement national
schemes involving the active participation of its membership, now standing at 350 members. The
Group membership played a major role in the national Operation Seafarer survey whose results
were published in ‘The Seabirds of Britain and Ireland’ (1974). The Group completed the Seabird
Colony Register fieldwork in 1988, in cooperation with the Nature Conservancy Council, and the
results were published in the book: ‘The Status of Seabirds in Britain and Ireland’ in 1991. This
register was begun in 1985 to gather together all existing data on breeding seabird numbers in the
British Isles, to bring our knowledge of their status up to date by detailed field surveys and to
establish a computerised database which can be easily updated in the future. Although this round
of survey work has been completed, it is important to continue monitoring of seabird breeding
numbers: anyone eager to conduct counts on a regular basis should contact Paul Walsh, INCC, 17
Rubistaw Terrace, Aberdeen AB1 1XE.

Seabird Journal In November 1984 the Group launched its new-look journal Seabird, numbered 7
in deference to its pedigree of Seabird Group Reports 1-6. Our priority is to maintain a high
volume and quality of content and the current editor, Sarah Wanless, welcomes offers of papers
(see Notice to Contributors, and address below). Members of the Seabird Group receive Seabird
free of charge; additional copies to members, and any copies to non-members are £10 + 50p
postage within the British Isles, £10 + £1 postage overseas. Postage overseas is by surface mail,
unless the recipient can make prior provision for air mail. The subscription to Libraries is £15 per
copy. To help reduce costs, overseas subscribers are kindly asked to make payment by
international money order rather than by cheque. Back issues of Seabird 11, 12 and 13 are
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available at £5 + 50p per copy. There are no cost concessions for multiple orders of Seabird and
postal charges are additive.

Who to write to While the Seabird Group maintains an accommodation address (c/o RSPB, The
Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, England, UK), the following can be contacted directly, as
appropriate. Please help the Group by enclosing a stamped addressed envelope for reply.

Secretary (general enquiries about the Group, seabird conservation matters, grants, etc.): Martin
Heubeck, Mansefield, Dunrossness, Shetland ZE2 9JH, Scotland, UK.

Membership Secretary (membership renewals, applications and enquiries): Sheila Russell, Clober
Farm, Craigton Road, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 7THW, Scotland, UK.

Treasurer (subscriptions, donations, etc.): Dr Robert Furness, Department of Zoology, University
of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, Scotland, UK.

Editor of Seabird: Dr Sarah Wanless, c/o Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, Hill of Brathens,
Banchory, Kincardineshire AB31 4BY, Scotland, UK.

Newsletter Editor: Mark Tasker, INCC, 17 Rubislaw Terrace, Aberdeen AB1 1XE, Scotland, UK.
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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

Seabird publishes original contributions relating to any aspect of seabird ornithology as full-length
papers (preferably not exceeding thirty manuscript double-spaced pages) or short notes. Although
a portion of the journal will be of particular interest to UK members, contributions are welcomed
on aspects of seabird ornithology from any part of the world so long as they are likely to be of
general interest.

Copyright is retained by the Seabird Group. Reference to contributions in Seabird may be made
in other scientific writings but no extensive part of the text, nor any diagram, figure, table or plate
may be reproduced without written permission from the Editor. Such permission will not be
granted without consultation with the author(s).

Contributions should be submitted in the same format as used in recent copies of Seabird, and
this is outlined below:

All submissions, of which three copies are required, must be typewritten, on one side of the
paper, with double spacing and adequate margins. The approximate position of figures and tables
should be indicated in the margin. Authors are advised to consult a recent copy of Seabird and
follow the conventions for section headings, tables, captions, references, quotation marks,
abbreviations etc. The Editor may return without consideration any submission that departs from
the Seabird form of presentation. Spelling should conform with the preferred i.e. first-cited
spelling of the Shorter Oxford Dictionary. Details of experimental technique, extensive tabulations
of results of computation procedures, etc. are best presented as appendices. A full-length paper
must include a summary not exceeding 5% of the total length.

On first mention a bird species should be designated by an English vernacular name drawn from
The Status of Birds in Britain and Ireland, or from an authorative faunistic work treating the
appropriate region, followed by systematic binomial; author and date need be cited only in
taxonomic papers. Thereafter only one name should be used, preferably the English one. Capitals
should be used for the initial letters of all single words or hyphenated vernacular names (e.g. Great
Black-backed Gull, White-eyed Gull) but not in a group name (e.g. guils, terns). Trinomials should
be used only if the subspecific nomenclature is relevant to the topic under discussion. Underlining
is used for all words of foreign languages, including Latin, other than those which have been
adopted into English. Underlining should also be used for phonetic renderings of bird vocalizations.
Underlining is not needed for emphasis.

Measurements should be given in SI (International system of units), but if the original
measurements were made in non-SI units, the actual values and units should be given, with SI
equivalents inserted in parentheses at appropriate points. Measurements may be given in cm.

Figures and diagrams should be drawn in black ink on white board, paper or tracing material,
with scales (for maps), and lettering given in Letraset. In designing drawings, authors are asked to
note the page-size and shape of Seabird; originals should be 1%2-2 times final size. Tables should be
typewritten and spaced appropriately. References should be quoted in the text in the format
indicated by the following examples: Harris 1980, Cramp & Simmons 1980, Monaghan et al.
1980. References at the end of the paper (following acknowledgements) should be given in the
following format:

COULSON, J.C. and WOOLER, R.D. 1976. Differential survival rates among breeding Kittiwake Gulls Rissa tridactyla (L.). J.
Anim. Ecol. 45: 205-213.

The author’s name should be placed beneath the title of the paper and again at the end, together
with the address, after the references.

Twenty-five offprints of each original contribution will be supplied free. Additional copies can
be supplied on payment; orders will be required at the time of proof-correction. Reprints of book
reviews will only be supplied if a request is submitted with the original copy; in this case the full
number will be charged at cost.




