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3 km northwest off Wangerooge (Wadden Sea islands), passage counts of gulls
coming from northeasterly directions were carried out on 2 July.

The distribution of Lesser Black-backed Gulls at sea during the Atair
cruise was very patchy. The highest density (449 birds km ') was found nearly
80 km north off the coast, near a fleet of Dutch beam trawlers. Densities of over
5 birds km'2 were otherwise rarely found away from trawlers.

Anchoring offWangerooge on 2 July, early in the morning, 839 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls were seen heading for the breeding colonies on Spiekeroog
(420 ind. h'l; 294 flocks, range 1-16 gulls). Late afternoon passage was only
slightly less substantial (306 ind. li l

) , and both in the morning and in the
afternoon, gulls headed directly to the colonies on Spiekeroog, arriving from
directions between 30 and 50°. In total, 99% of observed gulls were adults and
the majority clearly had a filled gullet, presumably full of food for the chicks.

Up to 3800 Lesser Black-backed Gulls were seen in association with a
single (Dutch) beam trawler, 80 km north off Juist (Table 1) and at least 90 % of
these gulls were adults. The beamtrawlers operated in small fleets rather than
solitary and the gulls were seen to move from ship to ship on occasions. At
intervals, hundreds of gulls were seen to leave the vessels, flying southwards in
small groups, apparently towards the colonies on Langeoog and Spiekeroog (59
km away). From the largest feeding frenzy (Table 1), 892 Lesser Black-backed
Gulls were seen flying south in 16 groups, presumably to colonies on the
Wadden Sea islands, approximately 77 km away, later followed by another
group of 110 individuals. Each of the larger groups was later seen to split up
into many smaller flocks. Most of these gulls clearly carried food in the gullet,
indicating intended food deliveries for the chicks.

Large numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Herring Gulls Larus
argentatus and Black-legged Kittiwakes Rissa tridactyla were seen in multi­
species feeding associations (MSF As) targeting 'natural' prey (probably surface
shoaling fish; the larger groups listed in Table 2). These flocks were found in
waters of 10-20m depth, 6-27 km away from the nearest colonies of Lesser
Black-backed Gulls on the Wadden Sea islands. Some loose flocks covered an
area of about 3 km'. In all, 14 such MSF As were recorded, of which the smaller
examples contained 125-400 birds (mean ± SD, 258 ± 93 ind.). Other species
recorded in these flocks were Northern Gannets Morus bassanus (up to 25),
Great Cormorants Phalacrocorax carbo (3), Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii
(1), Black-headed Gulls L. ridibundus (30), Common Gull L. canus (40),
Sandwich Terns Sterna sandvicensis (130) and 'commic' terns S. hirundo /
paradisaea (150). All flocks were recorded far away from any trawlers.

Some Lesser Black-backed Gulls breeding on the Wadden Sea islands
forage in the intertidal (cf Waiter 1997), but most feed well offshore
(Noordhuis & Spaans 1992) where they normally outnumber the more coastal
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Herring Gulls (Camphuysen 1995, Garthe et al. 1995). The observation of 3800
Lesser Black-backed Gulls at a single trawler is the highest number so far
recorded in the southeastern North Sea, but flocks of over 1000 ship-followers
are not uncommon. The observations suggest that a high proportion of the
Lesser Black-backed Gulls foraging behind trawlers 35-80 km north off the
Wadden Sea islands originated from breeding colonies at the East Frisian
islands.

The sightings of large numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gulls in natural
feeding flocks (MSFAs), however, are the long-wanted evidence for the
(frequent) occurrence of such feeding associations and they underpin the
significance of other food than discards. These gulls were probably targeting
(small) surface shoaling fish, such as clupeids or sandeels. Diet studies in The
Netherlands have indicated that the breeding success of these gulls is better in
years that the availability of 'natural' prey is high than in years when discards
are the main resource in the chick-rearing phase (Spaans et al. 1994).

The observations were financially supported by the "Bundesministerium fur Umwelt, Naturschutz
und Reaktorsicherheit" (F+E-Vorhaben des Bundesamtes fur Naturschutz: Vogelschutz im
Offshore-Bereich des Deutschen Wattenmeeres). The "Bundesamt fur Seeschiffahrt und
Hydrographie" gave access to the VWFS Atair. I am grateful to C.J. Camphuysen, S. Garthe and O.
Hiippop for commenting on earlier drafts. I am very grateful to Captain D. Pijarowski and the crew
of the RV Atair.

Tijdens vogeltellingen in de Duitse Bocht van 30 juni tot 4 juli 1997 aan boord van het onderzoeks­
schip Atair werden veel Kleine Mantelmeeuwen foeragerend achter Nederlandse boomkorvissers
waargenomen. In een geval ging het om een groep van maar liefst 3800 exemplaren. Waargenomen
werd hoe grote groepen meeuwen na hetfoerageren met gevulde krop wegvlogen in de richting van
de kolonies op enkele Duitse Waddeneilanden. De waarnemingen ondersteunen de al eerder
gesignaleerde indruk dat visafval van grate betekenis is voor deze soort in de kuikenfase. Tijdens
andere surveys in juni en juli 1997 werden echter ook grate groepen meeuwen waargenomen die
zelfstandig op vis foerageerden. Dieetstudies in kolonies hadden al aangegeven dat 'natuurlijke
prooien' (bijvoorbeeld haringachtigen) van fundamenteel belang zijn en dat de broedresultaten
vaak tegenvielen jaren waarin dergelijk voedsel schaars was. Tack werden dergelijke groepen tot
dusverre zelden gemeld door waarnemers op zee.

Camphuysen C.J. 1993. Fourageennogelijkheden voor zeevogels in de boomkorvisserij: en
verkennend onderzoek. Sula 7: 81-104.

Camphuysen Cl. 1995. Herring Gull Larus argentatus and Lesser Black-backed Gull L. ftlSCUS

feeding at fishing vessel in the breeding season: competitive scavenging versus efficient
flying. Ardea 83: 365-380.

Fleet D.M., Frikke L, Sudbeck P. & Vogel R.L. 1994. Breeding Birds in the Wadden Sea 1991.
Wadden Sea Ecosystem No. I. Wilhelmshaven.

Garthe S., Alicki K., Hiippop O. & Sprotte B. 1995. Die Verbreitung und Haufigkeit ausgewahlter
See- und Kiistenvogelarten wiihrend der Brutzeit in der sudostlichen Nordsee. J. Omithol.
136: 253-266.
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Noordhuis R. & Spaans A. 1992. Interspecific competition for food between Herring Larus
argentatus and Lesser Black-backed Gull L. fuscus in the Dutch Wadden Sea area. Ardea
80: 115-132.

Spaans A.L. 1998. Breeding Lesser Black-backed Gulls Larus graellsii in The Netherlands during
the 20th century. Sula 12: 175-184.

Spaans A.L., Bukacinska M., Bukacinska D. & van Swelm N.D. 1994. The relationship between
food supply, reproductive parameters and population dynamics in Dutch Lesser Black­
backed Gulls Larus fuscus: a pilot study. IBN Res. Rap. 94/9. Wageningen.

Tasker M.L., lones P.H., Dixon T.l. & Blake, B.F. 1984. Counting seabirds at sea from ships: a
review of methods employed and a suggestion for a standardized approach. Auk 101: 567­
577.

Waiter U. 1997. Die Bedeutung der Gamelenfischerei fur die Seevogel an der Niedersachsischen
Kiiste. Forschungszentrum Terramare Berichte Nr. 3: 1-106.

*Known as Larus graellsii on the Dutch list (Ardea 87: 148)

FLYING FISH AS FOOD OF CORY'S SHEARWATER
CALONECTRlS BOREALIS*

KUHLS PIJLSTORMVOGELS JAGEN OP VLIEGENDE VISSEN

MARDIK F. LEOPOLD
ALTERRA-DLO, PO Box 167, Den Burg, Texel, The Netherlands, E-mail

mfleopold@alterra.dlo.nl

Cory's Shearwaters Calonectris borealis associated with a research vessel near the
Canary Islands (off WestAfrica) were seen to chase and capture flying jish flushed by
the vessel. Although the handbooks failed to list flying jish as prey for this species, a
literature search revealed that Cory's Shearwaters have been noted on several
occasions to prey on thesejish after they become airborne.

Leopold M.F. 1999. Flying fish as food of Cory's Shearwater Calonectris borealis.
Atlantic Seabirds 1(4): 186-188.

Cory's Shearwaters Calonectris borealis were seen pursuing flying fish on four
occasions, and capturing such fish on one, off the Canary Islands (West Africa)
on 31 May 1988. In all four cases the flying fish leaped into the air just ahead of
the ship's bow. Cory's Shearwaters and flying fish were both common in the
area. All flying fish chased up by the ship during this cruise were bluish and
rather large (estimated 25-30 cm total length) with grey fins ('wings'), possibly
belonging to the genus Cheilopogon (Whitehead et al. 1986).
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A first sighting were four shearwaters flying close to the bow that gave
chase to a flying fish the moment it became airborne (27°17'N, 15°30'W, 13:00
GMT). The birds flew in from both sides of the ship and chased the fish over
some lOOm. Then the fish hit the water but one of the birds dived after it and
came up with it in its bill, after which the other three landed and started
quarrelling over the prey. Some 35 minutes later a single Cory's Shearwater
chased a fish over 50m. One meter before re-immersing, the fish made a sharp,
90° turn and the prey was missed. Two more chases, both involving a single fish
and a single bird, were seen at 15:50 and 17:00 GMT. Both birds missed the fish
after a chase of some 40m. During the last chase, the fish hit the water three
times with the lower half of its tail, gaining speed by making strong, lateral
movements (off Port ofLas Palmas, Gran Canaria; 27°56'N, 15°19'W).

. In all four cases, the birds seemed to expect fish to be flushed by the
ship and it appeared that they were deliberately flying near the bow, rather than
just following the ship. The pursuits were deliberate and reminiscent of chases
given by a skua. On the outward journey from Gran Canaria on 7 May, such
chases were not seen, and neither was this behaviour seen further south.
Seabirds (and flying fish) were also counted en route to and from Mauritania
between 22° and 24°N, and during three weeks at sea off the Banc d'Arguin,
Mauritania between 17° and 200N (see Leopold 1993). While Cory's
Shearwaters were seen in all three areas, and Cheilopogon also occurs
throughout this range (Whitehead et al. 1986), both species were clearly most
abundant near the Canary Islands and no chases were observed away from the
islands.

Neither Bauer & Glutz von Blotzheim (1966) nor Cramp & Simmons
(1977) have listed flying fish as prey for Cory's Shearwater (but see Thibault et
al. 1997). However, chasing and capturing flying fish by Cory's Shearwaters has
been observed in a large area, extending from the Azores to the Mediterranean.
Moore (1995) described how a Cory's Shearwater pursued and caught a small
flying fish, disturbed by a ship approaching the Azores. The chasing bird was
described as 'wobbling clumsily just behind and above the fish', over a distance
of 150 m. Fish and bird then struck the water and the fish was captured. Only
because Cramp & Simmons (1977) did not mention flying fish as prey of Cory's
Shearwater, Moore concluded that the observed behaviour was merely
opportunistic. Still, Beven (1946) described how 'North Atlantic' (Cory's)
Shearwaters caught fish that were jumping out of the water near the Azores, and
that they took some of these while actually in the air. 'The fish were assumed to
be flying fish.' Cory's Shearwaters were also noted to: 'pursue flying fish when
they took the air sufficiently near them' by Mayo (1948), probably near the Cape
Verde Islands. In more recent years, flying fish have been described as being
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captured by Cory's Shearwaters in several publications (in general terms,
Warham 1990; in the Strait of Gibraltar, Finlayson 1992; and in the
Mediterranean, Sara 1993) and Den Hartog & Clarke (1996) found remains of
flying fish in two out of 18 stomachs of Cory's Shearwaters collected near the
Canary Islands. Aerial pursuit may thus be a rather normal foraging behaviour
in Cory's Shearwaters. Calonectris, compared to the Puffinus shearwaters has
long wings and a weakly developed sternum (Brown et al. 1978) and this makes
Calonectris ill-suited for deep-diving, restricting it to foraging near the surface,
including the air.

Kuhls Pijlstormvogels Calonectris borealis die rond de boeg van een schip in de buurt van de
Canarische Eilanden rondhingen, zetten een aantal keren de achtervolging in van vliegende vissen
die door de naderende scheepsboeg werden opgestoten. De vissen werden over tientallen, soms ruim
100 m achtervolgd en in een geval ook gegrepen. De vogels leken goed te besefJen dat een varend
schip vliegende vissen kan opstoten en zetten de achtervolging snel en doelbewust in, wat suggereert
dat deze pijlstormvogels dit gedrag vaker vertonen. De beide handboeken bleken dit gedrag niet te
beschrijven, een meer gericht literatuur onderzoek leverde echter nog diverse andere beschrijvingen
op van dergelijke situaties. Het gedrag komt voor in een groot gebied, van de Azoren tot in de
Middellandse Zee. De vogels lijken bij hun jacht baat te hebben bij schepen die de vissen opstoten,
op een voor hen voorspelbareplaats, namelijk bij de boeg.

Bauer K.M. & Glutz von Blotzheim U.N. 1966. Handbuch der Vogel Mitteleuropas, 1. Akad. Ver!.,
Wiesbaden.

Beven G. 1946. Feeding behaviour of North Atlantic Shearwater. Brit. Birds 39: 123.
Brown R.G.B., Bourne W.R.P. & Wahl T.R. 1978. Diving by Shearwaters. Condor 80: 123-125.
Cramp S. & Simmons K.E.L. 1977. The Birds of the Western Palearctic, I. Oxford Univ. Press,

Oxford.
Den Hartog J.e. & Clarke M.R. 1996. A study of stomach contents of Cory's Shearwater,

Calonectris diomedea borealis (Cory, 1881) (Aves: Procellariidae), from the Macronesian
Islands. Zoo!' Med. (Leiden) 70: 117-133.

Finlayson C. 1992. Birds of theStrait of Gibraltar. T. & AD. Poyser, London.
. Leopold M.F. 1993. Seabirds in the shelf edge waters bordering the Banc d'Arguin, Mauritania, in

May. Hydrobio1ogia258: 197-210.
Mayo AL.W. 1948. Birds seen in the tropical Atlantic and Western Approaches to Gibraltar. Ibis

90: 22-25.
Moore e.C. 1995. Cory's Shearwaters pursuing and apparently consuming flying-fish. Brit. Birds

88: 47.
Sara M. 1993. Feeding habits of Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea) in the Central

Mediterranean Sea. In: Aguilar J.S., Monbailliu X. & Paterson AM. (eds). Estatus y
Conservacion de Aves Marinas: 213-220. Aetas del Il Symposio MEDMARAVIS, SEO,
Madrid.

Thibault J.-e., Bretagnolle V. & Rabouam e. 1997. Calonectris diomedea Cory's Shearwater. BWP
Update 1(2): 75-98.

Warham J. 1990. The Petrels: their ecology and breeding systems. Academic Press, London.
Whitehead, PJ.P. Bauchot M.-I.., Hureau J.-e., Nielsen J., & Tortonese E. (eds) 1986. Fishes of the

North-eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, Il. UNESCO, Paris.

*Known as Calonectris diomedea borealis on the British list
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SAVING SEABIRDS FROM LONGLINES: A
CAMPAIGN OF BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL

189

In every ocean of the world, longline fishing vessels set and haul their lines,
bringing aboard halibut, tuna, swordfish and toothfish - and seabirds. Longlining
has been commonly regarded as an 'environmentally friendly' fishing
technique. Yet, it now has the attention of international NGOs such as
Greenpeace International, the World Conservation Union (IVCN) and the World
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). Reports in the early 1990s emanating from
Australia of tens of thousands of albatrosses being killed in the Southern Ocean
by tuna longliners first led to this attention. A resolution Incidental Mortality of
Seabirds in Longline Fisheries adopted by IVCN at its First World Conservation
Congress in Montreal, Canada in October 1996 led BirdLife International to
inaugurate its Seabird Conservation Programme in 1997, with a global review of
seabird mortality caused by long line fisheries as its first major project.

Seabirds are being killed in large numbers in the North Atlantic, north­
eastern Pacific, South Atlantic and Southern Oceans. Only in the warm seas of
the tropics, where seabirds are generally few in number, are reports of mortality
few or lacking. In the Pacific Ocean the species of greatest conservation concern
is the Short-tailed Albatross Phoebastria albatrus, an IUCN Endangered species
because of its very small population, breeding on only one Japanese island. U.S.
regulations allow for fishery closure if four birds are hooked within two years
by the groundfish and Pacific Halibut fisheries in the Gulf of Alaska and the
Bering Sea. Numbers of Laysan P. immutabilis and Black-footed Albatrosses P.
nigripes are killed in these fisheries, as well as by the pelagic swordfish and
tuna long line fisheries operating out of Hawaii. In the North Atlantic, the
species most affected is the Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis. However,
because of its large and expanding population, it does not seem to be at risk.

In the Southern Hemisphere, apart from the albatrosses, Iarge numbers
of petrels are killed, especially the White-chinned Petrel Procellaria
aequinoctialis. Its large and widespread population means that is not currently
Endangered but nevertheless the kill rates are of serious concern. A closely­
related and only very recently described species, the Spectacled Petrel P.
conspicillata of the South Atlantic, has a population of only about a thousand
breeding pairs that breeds on only one island (Inaccessible, next to Tristan da
Cunha), and the hundreds that have been killed by longliners off Brazil suggest
this Endangered species may be in grave danger. Inaccessible Island is a nature
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reserve, which protects the petrel ashore at its breeding sites, but it requires
international protection while it is at sea as well.

In both hemispheres seabird mortality has encouraged research into
mitigation methods. Early work was conducted in Australia, pioneered by Nigel
Brothers of the Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife Service. New Zealand, Norway,
South Africa and the United Kingdom are all experimenting with underwater­
setting devices that are designed to keep baited hooks out of the sight of
scavenging seabirds. Since every hooked bird is one less fish potentially caught
(and much bait are taken by seabirds without themselves becoming hooked)
fishers should be quick to see the economic advantages of reducing bird
bycatch. Mitigation measures (such as weighting lines to make them sink more
quickly, setting lines only at night when few seabird species forage, and
deploying bird-scaring steamer lines above the longline) should thus be readily
adopted by longline fishers keen to retain their clean image.

In 1997 the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), with the United States
and Japan taking the lead, agreed to hold a Consultation on Reduction of
Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries. A Seabird Technical
Working Group drafted a Plan of Action in Tokyo, Japan in March 1998 for
adoption by COFI. Three members of the working group, Nigel Brothers of
Australia, John Cooper from South Africa and Svein Lokkeborg of Norway,
have written a monograph, due to be published in its final form in late 1999 by
the FAO, that describes in detail longline fishing and fisheries, seabird bycatch
on a global scale and recommended mitigation measures. The February 1999
meeting of COFI unanimously adopted an International Plan of Action for
Reducing Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Seabirds (IPOA-Seabirds).
Endorsement by the FAO Council in June 1999 means it is now official policy,
so longlining nations are now expected to proceed with their own National Plans
of Action and report back to the FAO on progress in reducing seabird mortality
in 2001 when COFI meets again.

Another important development is the intention to negotiate a
"Regional Agreement" for southern albatrosses under the Bonn Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals. Such an Agreement, in
which Australia is taking a lead through the seven-member Valdivia Group of
Temperate Southern Hemisphere Countries on the Environment, would require
signatory nations to improve the conservation status of their breeding
albatrosses, and so further control of longliner-caused mortality would be
expected.

Although the above activities should go a long way to reducing seabird
mortality from longline fisheries, there remains one area of serious concern:
pirate fishing. In the Southern Ocean especially, many illegal, unregulated and
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unreported longliners, often sailing under flags of convenience, have greatly
overfished the Patagonian toothfish Dissostichus eleginoides stocks, killing
huge numbers of seabirds in the process. Recent estimates by the Convention for
the Conservation of Marine and Antarctic Living Resources (CCAMLR) have
been of up to 100 000 birds killed a year by the pirate fishery. This is a level
which computer modelling has shown is clearly not sustainable, leading to the
very real possibilities of extinction of some of the larger albatrosses within
decades if nothing is done to halt the slaughter. Only concerted international
efforts, with trade restrictions, catch certification, penalties imposed at home
and unloading ports, as well as spy satellites tracking and naval patrols arresting
miscreant vessels, will result in the fishery being managed sustainably and in far
fewer birds being killed.

With the collaboration of inter-governmental bodies such as the FAO
and the Bonn Convention, governments, environmental NGOs such as Birdlife
International and its national partners, and the fishing industry, it is hoped that
come no more than a decade into the next millennium longlining will once more
be able to regarded as an environmentally friendly fishing technique, and the
world's seabirds will be able to fly their oceans without risk of being hooked.
To achieve this aim, Birdlife International intends commencing a global
campaign involving its partnership in the year 2000. It is intended that the
campaign will concentrate on persuading governments of longlining nations to
adopt National Plans of Action, as recommended by the FAO.

BirdLife International's Seabird Conservation Programme is based in
the Avian Demography Unit, Department of Statistical Sciences, University of
Cape Town, Rondebosch 7701, South Africa. It receives funding from the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds via BirdLife South Africa, with which it
closely works. A free issue of the illustrated magazine World Birdwatch
describing the Programme may be obtained by contacting the Co-ordinator.
Further information can be found on the Programme's web site at
www.uct.ac.za/depts/stats/adu/ seabirds.

John Cooper, Co-ordinator BirdLife International Seabird Conservation
Programme, jcooper@botzoo.uct.ac.za

SEABIRD NOMENCLATURE

Camphuysen & Reid (1999) barely touch the surface of the problems posed by
recent proposals to modify seabird taxonomy and nomenclature. Not only are
there numerous differences between Dutch and British usage, but also similar
ones between that of all the other comparable committees, countries and
publications of the world. It should be remembered that this does not affect the
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birds, which remain the same whatever is said about them, but is merely an
expression of opinion by the parties concerned, who seldom appear to know
much about seabirds and problems in dealing with them, and whose views often
cancel each other out. The nature of these problems may be illustrated by
considering further the three groups of petrels that were discussed.

Not only is there a difference of opinion between Voous (1973), who
recognises three races of Soft-plumaged Petrel Pterodroma mol/is, and the
current Dutch systematic committee (CSNA; Sangster et al. 1999), who treat
two of them as species Fea's Petrel P. feae and Zino's Petrel P. madeira. The
Irish, who claim to follow Voous (1973), also call the last two Fea's and the
Madeiran Soft-plumaged Petrels (Milne & O'Sullivan 1998); it is not clear what
they would now call P. mollis- could it be "Soft-plumaged Soft-plumaged
Petrel"? The Americans also call them the Cape Verde and Madeiran Petrels
(Sibley & Monroe 1990), the last name conflicting with its widespread past use
(still followed by Birding World) for the Madeiran Storm-petrel Oceanodroma
castro. None of them has consulted the first recent author to treat them as
species, who preferred their local names (Bourne 1983).

Secondly, it should also be realised that the original English name for
Calonectris diomedea in the 19th century was Cinereous Shearwater,
comparable to the French Puffin Cendre. A past BOD committee then decided
to call its races the North Atlantic and Mediterranean Great Shearwaters at the
risk of confusion with the unrelated (Tristan) Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis.
This was condensed by Alexander (1928) into a general name Mediterranean
Shearwater for the species in the first and long most-widely-used field guide.
Another BOD committee then renamed it Cory's Shearwater in homage to an
American who belatedly described the North Atlantic form in order to provide a
specific name. A Bulgarian paper in a South African journal still refers to the
"Mediterranean Shearwater Calonectris diomedea" (Nankinov 1996).

Thirdly, in the 19th century the Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus and
Levantine Shearwater P. yelkouan were treated as distinct species and the
Balearic Shearwater P. p. mauretanicus was added after they were all relegated
to subspecies of P. pufjinus by past BOD committees. When we separated the
rather distinct Mediterranean forms again (Bourne et al. 1988) it was difficult to
decide on a general name, since the obvious Mediterranean Shearwater had
formerly been used for C. diomedea, so since it seemed inadvisable to adopt a
name previously used for a race we coined a new general name Yelkouan
Shearwater. The BOU then adopted Mediterranean Shearwater anyway, while
after splitting the Mediterranean forms further the Dutch have now applied our
general name Yelkouan to what used to be known in English as the Levantine
Shearwater. When will Dutchmen stop messing about with English names- we
do not interfere with Dutch ones?
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The Royal Naval Bird-watching Society decided that since no
consistency could be found in other usage it had better prepare a list of seabird
names of its own, giving (unlike most other lists) reasons for the debatable ones
adopted (Bourne & Casement 1993), although unlike others it does not try to
impose it on anyone. In the latest version we suggest that if it is wished to
include "Mediterranean" in the names of its shearwaters they be called the
Greater and Lesser Mediterranean Shearwaters. Since the name Yellow-legged
Gull has traditionally been used for Larus cachinnans, it also seems equally
arguable it should be kept for that form, and L. michahellis and L.
melanocephalus could then also called the Greater and Lesser Mediterranean
Gulls as well.

Personally I have long felt that more attention should be paid to minor
forms of geographical variation (Bourne 1993), but it seems doubtful if it is
practical to elevate most into species and suppress the rest in the way now
fashionable in The Netherlands. This has already caused Porter et al. (1997) to
overlook the passage of most of the numerous population of
intermediate"Scopoli's Shearwater" Calonectris (diomedea) diomedea past Cape
Verde twice a year (Mougin et al. 1988) in their enthusiasm to identify the much
rarer Cape Verde Shearwater C. (d.) edwardsii there instead. Doubtless soon in
addition to referring to "Pterodroma sp" instead of petrels we shall also have to
refer not only to "Calonectris or Puffinus sp." instead of shearwaters but also
"Larus sp." instead of species of gulls as well. Is this progress?

Alexander W.B. 1928. The Birds of the Ocean. Putnam, New York.
Bourne W.R.P. 1993. Red Grouse, wagtails, and the classification and English names of birds.

British Birds 86: 437-438.
Bourne W.R.P. & M.B. Casement 1993. RNBWS Checklist of Seabirds. Sea Swallow 42: 16-27.
Bourne W.R.P., E.l. Mackrill, A.M. Paterson & P. Yesou 1988. The Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus

(pu[finus?)yelkouan. Brit. Birds 81: 306- 319.
Camphuysen C.l. & lB. Reid 1999. Trends in seabird systematics: recent, sometimes conflicting

decisions of BOVRC and CSNA. Atlantic Seabirds I: 92-94.
Milne P. & O. O'Sullivan 1998. Forty-fifth Irish Bird Report, 1997. Irish Birds 6: 285-312.
Mougin l-L., C. Jouanin & F. Roux 1988. Les migrations du Puffin cendre Calonectris diomedea

borealis. Oiseau 58: 303-319.
Nankinov D.N. 1996. Coastal parks and reserves along the Black Sea and their importance to

seabirds. Marine Ornithology 24: 29-34.
Porter R., D. Newell, T. Marr & R. Jolliffe 1997. Identification of Cape Verde Shearwater. Birding

World 10: 222-228.
Sangster G., C.J. Hazevoet, A.B. van den Berg, C.S. Roselaar & R. Sluys 1999. Dutch avifaunallist:

species concepts, taxonomic instability, and taxonomic changes in 1977-1998. Ardea 87:
139-165.

Voous K.H. 1973. List of recent Holarctic Bird Species. Non-passerines. Ibis 115: 612-638.
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Obituary
Luis Monteiro (1962-99)

Atlantic Seabirds 1(4)

Shortly before Christmas, a routine scheduled inter-island flight in the Azores
crashed, killing 35 people. Among the passengers was Dr Luis Rocha Monteiro,
who despite his young age had already become one of Portugal's leading
scientists. Luis developed research interests in mercury in marine fish, working
at the University of the Azores. During the 1980s he was introduced to seabird
studies by Adrian del Nevo and soon became the local link person for RSPB and
others visiting the Azores to census and study roseate terns, petrels and
shearwaters. Luis had a particular facility for making friends with influential
people and soon developed an impressive infrastructure around the Azores
archipelago to assist visiting ornithologists. I particularly remember once being
met by Luis in the chauffeur-driven mayoral limousine and taken across the
island via a particularly good cake shop to a waiting coastguard vessel in the
harbour to be ferried to census petrels on an uninhabited islet; logistic
arrangements he had set up with his broad smiles.

It is a lasting tribute to Luis that he played the lead role in determining
accurately the status of seabirds in the Azores. In so doing he found the first
breeding tropicbirds in Europe, breeding sooty terns, several Feats petrels
(though breeding is yet to be confirmed), several new colonies of Madeiran
storm petrels, little shearwaters, and Manx shearwaters. Perhaps the most
intriguing discovery has been that spring and autumn breeding populations of
Madeiran storm petrels in the Azores almost certainly represent sibling species,
differing in morphometries, vocalisations and DNA, but time-sharing the same
nest sites at some colonies. This ongoing research is yet to be fully published,
but has reached the stage where exciting genetic results are emerging.

From 1992-96 Luis joined the Ornithology Group at Glasgow
University, obtaining his Ph.D. on mercury dynamics in Azores seabirds. A
paper from his work on mercury in marine food chains was awarded a prize for
the outstanding paper in Marine Science by a young Portuguese scientist in
1998. In the last few years Luis was outstandingly successful in obtaining large
grants to support research into the ecology of seabirds in the Azores and the
structure and functioning of marine food chains, and his prolific publication
record helped to put his department high in the research rankings of Portuguese
biology departments. His tragic death is a terrible loss to his friends and family,
especially Ana and their young daughter Eva. It will inevitably also impact on
the development of seabird studies in Portugal, but it is good to see that his
dedicated group of research assistants and colleagues are determined to continue
the studies he has established.

Bob Furness
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