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occupied by seabirds. Few authors have reported the presence of cormorants or
Shags Stictocarbo (Phalacrocorax) aristotelis behind fishing vessels (e.g. Hillis
1971; Camphuysen 1993a), and very few were reported during extensive studies
of the use of discards by seabirds in the North Sea (Camphuysen et al. 1995b).
Ewins (1987) described how Black Guillemots Cepphus grylle swam or flew
into the area behind hauling trawlers and suggested that these diving auks
preyed on fish escaping from the net. Otherwise, deep-diving seabirds are not
normally seen around fishing trawlers, and if the explanation of the observed
behaviour is correct then this is a new phenomenon that is unique to beam
trawling.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Bernard Spaans, skipper of “De Ruimte’, is to be thanked for his permission to stay onboard. Mardik
Leopold and Maarten Platteeuw kindly commented on an earlier draft of this note. Jim Reid
corrected the English.

SAMENVATTING

De continentale vorm van de Aalscholver Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis was in Nederland tot voor
kort vooral een viseter in de binnenwateren. Nadat de populatie sinds 1978 snel in omvang is
toegenomen vestigde de soort zich ook in de kustwateren. De afgelopen jaren zijn de aantallen langs
de kust zo sterk toegenomen dat geen verspreidingsatlas nog een adquate beschrijving van hun
voorkomen geeft. Zeetrektellers constateerden al snel dat Aalscholvers belangstelling vertoonden
voor garnalenvissers en kleine boomkorvissers langs de kust. Tijdens een zeiltocht voor de Noord-
Hollandse kust ontstond de mogelijkheid om zo’n groep Aalscholvers wat beter te bekijken. De
dieren bleken in het kielzog te foerageren terwijl de trawler zijn netten over de bodem trok, maar
geen visafval overboord zette. De overige scheepsvolgers deden daarom weinig anders dan
‘meevliegen’. Geattendeerd op dit geval hebben andere waarnemers hetzelfde een week later gezien
bij een garnalenvisser voor de Hollandse kust. De waarnemingen suggereren dat de aalscholvers
profiteren van opgejaagde of misschien juist ontsnapte of licht beschadigde vis, viak achter de
netten, in het verruineerde pad dat zo’n trawler op de bodem achterladt. Dit is tevens een oproep
aan waarnemers om het gedrag van Aalscholvers achter dergelijke vissersvaartuigen te beschrijven
en te rapporteren. De Aalscholver lijkt zich in korte tijd met succes te hebben aangepast aan een
nieuwe omgeving, nieuwe prooien en zich zelfs nieuwe foerageertechnieken eigen te hebben
gemaakt.
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7™M SEABIRD GROUP CONFERENCE 2000

17 - 19 March 2000, WILHELMSHAVEN, GERMANY

The Seabird Group will start the new millennium by holding its 7" conference
in Wilhelmshaven, north-west Germany, 17-19 March 2000. This will coincide
with the EXPO by the Sea, the maritime section of EXPO 2000 in Hannover.
The conference will be our first outside UK, and will be hosted by Institut fiir
Vogelforschung 'Vogelwarte Helgoland'. We hope that the location will enable
more continental seabird biologists to be able to join us, to make this a truly
international meeting, and a suitable way to welcome the new millennium.

The main topic for the meeting will be 'Seabird Reproduction’, but as
in previous years, offers of papers on other aspects of the biology of marine
birds will be most welcome.

The deadline for the submission of oral (< 20 min) or poster papers
(maximum of 0.5 page, with title, name and postal address) is 15 November
1999. The conference language is English. Abstracts should be submitted to
Peter H. Becker, preferably by e-mail: ifv@ifv-terramare.fh- w11helmshaven de
(subject Seabird Group Conference), or by ordinary mail to:

Dr Peter H. Becker
Institut fiir Vogelforschung 'Vogelwarte Helgoland',
An der Vogelwarte 21,
D-26386 Wilhelmshaven,
Germany
Fax +49 4421 968955

You can reach Wilhelmshaven by train from airports in Bremen or in Hamburg,
both of which have regular flights to London or Frankfurt. We plan excursions
to Helgoland and to the Wadden Sea after the conference.

Registration of initial interest should be sent to Peter H. Becker, and
details of registration and organisation will be available in September 1999, or
on the conference homepage: hitp://home.t-online.de/home/O.Hueppop-
IfV/seab2000.htm

De zevende Seabird Group Conference zal niet in Groot Brittannié worden georganiseerd, maar in
Wilhelmshaven {(Duitsland) van 17-19 maart 2000. Het thema van het congres is 'Zeevogel
reproductie', maar lezingen over andere (zeevogel) onderwerpen zijn zoals gebruikelijk eveneens
welkom. Aanbiedingen voor lezingen en posters moeten véor 15 november 1999 ontvangen zijn bij
Peter Becker.
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TRENDS IN SEABIRD SYSTEMATICS:
RECENT, SOMETIMES CONFLICTING DECISIONS
OF BOURC AND CSNA

In the presentation of his list of Recent Holarctic Bird Species, Voous (1973)
was convinced, after consultation with many ornithologists from all parts of the
world, that the time had not arrived for an attempt to reach reasonable
agreement on a list of bird species of the world. Today, more than 25 years and
several world lists later, and while the enormous undertaking the Handbook of
the Birds of the World (Del Hoyo er al.[in series]) is well under way, consensus
has still not been reached. While Voous' lists (1973, 1977ab) have been the
standard for many years, several amendments have been published by the BOU
Records Committee (BOURC) and more recently by the Dutch committee for
avian systematics (CSNA). For Atlantic Seabirds, a joint venture between a UK
and a Dutch organisation, this means that different lists and sequences, even
different systematic principles, have been adopted in either country.

The debate will go on, no doubt. Meanwhile, there is scope for
confusion and there is an increasing risk for misunderstanding. For example,
most ornithologists refer to the Lesser Black-backed Gulls Larus fuscus as a
polytypic species that includes a very black, small and slender nominate race in
the north and east of Europe, and two paler, bulkier races around the North Sea
(L.f. graellsii and L.f. intermedius). The CSNA considers the Baltic Gull L.
fuscus and Lesser Black-backed Gull L. graellsii as specifically distinct, and
'intermedius’ is considered conspecific with graellsii (Sangster et al. 1999).
Similar decisions were published for the soft-plumaged petrel complex
Pterodroma mollis/maderia/feae, for Cory's Shearwaters Calonectris diomedea/
borealis/edwardsii, Manx Shearwaters Puffinus puffinus/yelkouan/mauretani-
cus, the herring gulls/yellow-legged gull complex Larus argentatus/
cachinnans/michahellis. Previously, the BOURC has suggested changes to the
British and Irish List (e.g. BOURC 1991, 1998). For example, Sula bassana was
changed to Morus bassanus, a proposal adopted by CSNA only in 1997. The
mediterranean subspecies of Manx Shearwater was accorded species status
Puffinus yelkouan (including subspecies mauretanicus), while the nominate was
now considered monotypic. However, CSNA has split this complex (for
Europe) into three distinct taxa (Table 1; Sangster et al. 1999).

Attempts for a definitive (European) list are now under way, but there
are no grounds for believing that consensus will be reached soon. We hope to
regularly inform readers of Atlantic Seabirds of recent developments and
decisions by various authorities in this section. In this first contribution,
foregoing differences are highlighted. An overview of the main differences be-
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Table 1. Nomenclature of seabird species as proposed by Voous 1977 and as
currently in use in Britain (BOU 1998) and in The Netherlands (CSNA 1999).

Voous 1973

BOURC 1991, 1998

CSNA 1999

Soft-plumaged Petrel
Prerodroma mollis (incl.
subsp. feae, madeira, and
mollis)

Cory's or Mediterranean
Shearwater Calonectris
diomedea (incl. subsp.
diomedea, borealis and
edwardsii)

Common or Manx
Shearwater Puffinus
puffinus (incl. subsp.
puffinus, yelkouan and
mauretanicus)

Northern Gannet

Sula bassana

Shag

Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Great Skua

Stercorarius skua
Lesser-Black-backed
Gull Larus fuscus (incl.
subsp. fuscus, intermedius
and graellsii)

Herring Gull Larus
argentatus (incl. many
subspecies)

Gull-billed Tern
Gelochelidon nilotica

Cory's Shearwater Calonec-
tris diomedea (incl. subspecies
diomedea, borealis and
edwardsii

Manx Shearwater Puffinus
puffinus (monotypic)
Mediterranean Shearwater
Puffinus yelkouan (incl. subsp.
yelkouan and mauretanicus)

Northern Gannet
Morus bassanus

European Shag
Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Great Skua

Catharacta skua
Lesser-Black-backed Gull
Larus fuscus (incl. subsp.
fuscus, intermedius and
graellsii)

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
(incl. many subspecies)

Gull-billed Tern
Sterna nilotica

Fea’s Petrel Prerodroma feae;
Zino's Petrel Pterodroma madeira;
Soft-plumaged Petrel Pterodroma
mollis

Cory's Shearwater Calonectris
borealis; Scopoli's Shearwater
Calonectris diomedea; Cape Verde
Shearwater Calonectris edwardsii

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus
(monotypic); Balearic Shearwater
Puffinus mauretanicus; Yelkouan
Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan

Northern Gannet
Morus bassanus

European Shag
Stictocarbo aristotelis
Great Skua
Stercorarius skua’

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus
graellsii; Baltic Gull Larus fuscus

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Pontic Gull Larus cachinnans
Yellow-legged Gull Larus
michahellis Armenian Gull Larus
armenicus Heuglin’s Gull Larus
heuglini Vega Gull Larus vegae
American Herring Gull Larus
smithsonianus

Guil-billed Tern
Gelochelidon nilotica

! Sangster er al. 1997 used Catharacta skua, but following subsequent phylogenetic analyses
returned to Stercorarius skua (Sangster et al. 1998).

tween The British and the (new) Dutch list are summarised in Table 1, showing
names proposed by Voous (1973), names used on the British List (BOURC
1998), and proposals by the CSNA (Sangster ez al. 1999), which have recently
been adopted by the Netherlands Ornithologists' Union (NOU).
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Underlying the main differences are different systematic principles
adopted by either committee. While CSNA has decided to use the Phylogenetic
Species Concept (PSC), the BOURC is apparently still working along the lines
of the Biological Species Concept (BSC), but it is not clear which taxonomic
philosophy forms the basis of their decisions. In the absence of international
consensus in these matters, we will have to live with different systems and
conflicting lists.

Sinds de lijsten van Holarctische Vogels van Voous (1973, 1977ab) zijn er zowel in Groot Brittannié
als in Nederland veranderingen doorgevoerd (BOURC 1998, Sangster et al. 1999). Omdat de
commissies die dergelijke veranderingen voorstellen verschillende systematische principes voor-
staan is er een steeds groter verschil tussen beide soortenlijsten onistaan en daarmee een
toenemende kans op verwarring door de gebruikers. Voor een tijdschrift dat door een Britse en een
Nederlandse organisatie wordt geproduceerd is het uitblijven van internationale consensus een
extra handicap. Er rest de redactie vooralsnog weinig anders dan de verschillen in beeld te brengen
en in geval van twijfel middels bijvoorbeeld een voetnoot de benodigde duidelijkheid te verschaffen.
In deze mededelingen worden de verschillen van drie lijsten (Voous, BOURC en CSNA voor wat
betreft de echte zeevogels aangegeven.
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The editors, C.J. Camphuysen & J.B. Reid

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE
PROCELLARIIFORMES OR PETRELS

This has been updated and now contains more than 13,600 fully key-worded
papers and books with information on these birds. Also cited are about 3,000
other publications supposedly with data on tubenoses that I've yet to see. Most
are quite short and minor items. They are listed alphabetically by country of
publication, from Australia to Wales. Would any reader of Atlantic Seabirds
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having access to a suitable library who could help fill some of these missing
gaps, please contact me at one of the addresses below? The internet address is as
before: http://www.zool.canterbury.ac.nz/jwbibpl.htm

Op internet is een electronisch literatuurbestand beschikbaar met ruim 13.600 titels van publicaties
waarin stormvogelachtigen op zijn minst figureren. Dit bestand is geheel van trefwoorden voorzien
en alle publicaties zijn in Nieuw Zeeland opgeslagen. In dit bestand zijn ook 3000 titels opgenomen
(in alfabetische volgorde per land, van Australié tot Wales) waarvan geen exemplaar beschikbaar
is. Lezers van Atlantic Seabirds mer roegang 1ot een goede bibliotheck worden hierbij opgeroepen
om te helpen deze ontbrekende exemplaren te traceren en aan het bestand toe te voegen.

John Warham, Zoology Department, University of Canterbury, P.B. 4800,
Christchurch, New Zealand, j.warham @zool.canterbury.ac.nz

Northern Fulmar Noordse Stormvogel (C.J. Camphuysen)
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Guidelines for contributors to Atlantic Seabirds

We welcome papers on any aspect of seabird biology. The geographical focus of the journal is the
Atlantic Ocean and adjacent seas, but contributions are also welcome from other parts of the world
provided they are of general interest. Manuscripts should be in English, and three copies of the text
complete with tables and figures should be provided when submitted. Manuscripts should be printed on
white paper, on only one side of the page, with double spacing and broad margins. Figures should have
solid black lines on pure white paper. Scientific names of genera and lower taxa should be in italics but
may be underlined when typed. Vernacular names of species should start with capitals, e.g. Northern
Fulmar. Do not capitalise group names, e.g. grebes, gulls, corvids. Units and abbreviations should
conform to the S.I. system where possible. Use 0.01 and not .01. Use 50%, not 50 percent. Details of
statistical analysis, which should always be included, are type of test, the value of the relevant test
statistic, the sample size and/or degrees of freedom and the probability level. Commonplace statistical
abbreviations such as ANOVA, SD, SE, df, t-test, X2, F, P, n, r, rs should be used. A post-fix to the test
statistic symbol can be used to present the degrees of freedom, e.g. ¥, Fi234. and where appropriate,
include a reference for the statistic used. Variables, mathematical formulas, and the Latin abbreviation
et al. should be in italics but may be underlined in the draft version. Do not otherwise use italics or
underlining.

The title should be short and concise, a proposal for a 'running head' is welcomed. Avoid
too many subdivisions, do not use more than three different types of headings; do not number. Sub-
divisions should include: Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements,
and References. The abstract should reflect both content and emphasis of the paper. The Introduction
should be restricted to scope, purpose, and the rationale of the study. Limit the information on Material
and Methods to what is essential to judge whether the findings are valid. Limit the Discussion to the
main contributions of the study in relation to the findings of previous workers. Restrict speculation to
what can be supported with reasonable evidence. Acknowledge only those who substantially
contributed to the paper. Cited literature should be restricted to significant, published papers. Check
your citations carefully against the reference list and vice versa. Examples of literature cited in the text:
(O'Connor 1984), (Baudinette & Schmidt-Nielsen 1974) or, in case of more than two authors (Pettifor
et al. 1988). References in the text should be in order of publication, e.g. (Brown 1974; Anthony et al.
1981). In the reference list the literature cited should be in alphabetical order. Titles should be given in
the original language. Examples:

Asbirk S. 1978. Tejsten Cepphus grylle som ynglefugl i Danmark. Dansk Orn. Foren. Tidsskr. 72: 161-178.

Berger M. & 1.S. Hart 1974. Physiology and energetics of flight. In: Farner D.S. & J.R. King (eds) Avian Biology, 4:
415-477. Academic Press, New York.

Greenstreet S.P.R. & M.L. Tasker (eds) 1996. Aquatic predators and their prey. Fishing News Books, Oxford.

Van Eerden M.R. & B. Voslamber 1995. Mass fishing by Cormorants Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis at lake
1Jsselmeer, The Netherlands: a recent and succesful adaptation to a turbid environment. Ardea 83: 199-212.

Provide a 'Samenvatting' in Dutch only if you or one of your friends masters this language; the text

should not exceed 250 words. This summary must be easy to read, emphasising biologically relevant

findings, while touching only slightly on methods.

Figures need to be definitive, but we prefer to receive raw data underlying figures on file
(preferably Excel). Use Arial or Univers for lettering and realise that the diagram may have to be
reduced in size. Photographs or slides need high contrast. Illustrations should be numbered in sequence
of reference in the text. Legends for the figures should be added after the text, on separate, numbered
sheets. Tables should be concise and self-explanatory, carrying a title at the top. Each table should be
typed/printed on a separate sheet, numbered in Arabic numerals, with only horizontal lines.

The text of accepted manuscripts should be provided on 3.5 inch diskette, readable for DOS
computers, preferably as Microsoft Word file (release 97 or lower), otherwise as ASCII files. Diskettes
should be accompanied with a final print produced by the authors. In the proof stage only essential
corrections can be made. Corrected proofs should be returned within two weeks to the editor.
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was founded in 1966 to circulate news
of work in progress on seabirds and to
promote research. It is run by an
elected Executive Committee and
maintains close links with the three
major British national ornithological
bodies — the British Ornithologists’
Union, the British Trust for Orni-
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students) is open to all with an interest in seabirds. For details please contact
the Membership Secretary (address below) — payment by banker’s order halps
the Group. Four issues of Atlantic Seabirds and three Newsletters are circulated
to members each year.

Current Executive Committee Chair S. Wanless, Secretary J. Uttley, Treasurer
J.C. Davies, Membership Secretary S. Russell, Editor of Atlantic Seabirds J.B.
Reid, Newsletter editor M.L. Tasker, also A. Douse, J.D. Okill, E.K. Dunn and
S. Sutcliffe.

Nederlandse Zeevogelgroep (NZG)

(Dutch Seabird Group), een sectie van de Neder-
landse Ornithologische Unie, werd opgericht op 1
januari 1991, als voortzetting van de Club van
Zeetrekwaarnemers (1972-1990) en het Nederlands
Stookolieslachtoffer-Onderzoek (1977-1990). De
Nederlandse Zeevogelgroep stelt zich tot doel: (1)
het stimuleren van zeevogelonderzoek in en vanuit
Nederland en (2) het uitwisselen van informatie
met de uitgave van het tijdschrift, aanvankelijk
Sula, vanaf 1999 Atlantic Seabirds.

Voor zover samenvallend met onderzoek aan zeevogels worden activiteiten aan
zeezoogdieren mede in de doelstelling betrokken. Door een viertal werkgroepen
wordt onderzoek gestimuleerd naar broedende zeevogels, de verspreiding van
vogels en zoogdieren op open zee (offshore), strandingen, zeetrek en de gevol-
gen van olievervuiling. De contributie van de NZG bedraagt f25 per jaar.

Dagelijks bestuur Voorzitter en Nieuwsbrief redacteur M.F. Leopold, Secretaris
J.A. van Franeker, Penningmeester Y. Hermes, Eindredacteur Atlantic Seabirds
C.J. Camphuysen, en verder A.J. van Dijk, E:-W.M. Stienen en C.J.N. Winter.
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